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To the worſhiptull and 
vertuous Gentlewo- 
— Our vertuous re- 

8 7 3) queſt to whiche 
& the force ofa com 

mandement, won 
deuotion, in penning ſome little 
diſcourſe of the bleſſed Mary Mag- 
examples of this Saints life, haue 
made choiſe of her Funeral Tears, 
great vehemency ot her feruent 
loue to Chriſt, ſo hath ſhee giuen 


man, Miſtres D. 
your deſerts gaue 
25 
ax meto fatiſhe your 
dalen. And Wong other glorious 
in which as ſhee moſt vttered the 
A3 therein 


The Epiitle EY 
therein largeſt ſcope to dilate vp- 
pon the ſame: a theame pleaſing I 

-hope vnto your ſelf, and fitteſt for 
| this time. For as paſſion, and eſpe- 
Cially this of loue, is in theſe daies 
$ the chiefe commaunder of moſte 
mens actions, & the Idol to which 
both tongues and pennes doe ſa- 
crifice their ill beſtowed labours: 
"I ſo is there nothing nowe more 
| needefull to bee intreated, then 
| how to direct theſe humors vnto 
6 their due courſes,and to draw this 
| floud of affections into the righte 
chanel. Paſſions J allow, and loues 

N I approue. onely I would wiſhe 
that men would alter their obiect 
and better their intent. For paſ- 
ſions being ſequels of our nature, 
and allotted vnto vs as the hand- 
ZM maides of reaſon: there can be no 
doubt, but thatas their author is 


| good 
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Dedlicatorie. 


good, and their end godly: ſo ther 
vie tempered in the meane, impli- 
eth no offence. Loue is but the in- 
fancy of true charity, yet ſucking 
natures teate, and ſwathed in her 
bandes, which then groweth to 
perfection, when faith beſides na- 
turall motiues propoſeth higher 
and nobler groundes of amitye. 
Hatred and anger are the neceſſa- 
ry officers of proweſſe and Iuſtice, 
courage being colde and dull, and 
Iuſtice in due reuenge ſlacke and 
careleſſe, where hate of the faulte 
doth not małe it odious, & anger 
ſeteth not edge on the ſword that 
uniſheth or preuenteth wrongs. 
eſire & hope are the parents of 
diligence and induſtry, the nurſes 
of perſeueraunce and conſtancy, 
the ſeedes of valour and magnani- 
mity, the death of ſloth, and the 
A4 breath 


The Epiftle 
breath of all vertue. Feare and dif- 


likeare the ſconces of diſcretion, 
the herbingers of wiſedome and 


pollicy, killing idle repentance in 
the cradle, and curbing raſh nefle 
with deliberation. Audacity is 
the armour of ſtrength, : and the 
guide to glory, breaking the ice to 
the hardeſt exploites, and crowe. 
ning valour with honourable vic- 
tor7. 

Sorrowe is the ſiſter of mercy, 
and a waker of compaſſion , wee- 
ping with others teares, and gric- 
ued with their harmes. It is both 

the ſalue and ſmart of ſin, curing 
that which it chaſticeth with true 
remorſe, and preuenting neede of 
new cure with the deteſtation of 
the diſeaſe. Diſpaire of ſucceſſe, 
is a bitte againſt euil attempts, and 


the herſe of idle hopes ending en- 
dleſſe 
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Dedlicatorit. 
dleſſe things in their firſt motion „ 
to begin. True Ioy is the reſt and q 
reward of vertue, ſeaſoning difh- 
culties with delight, and giuing a 
preſent aſſay of future happineſſe. 
Finally, ther is no paſſion but hath 
a ſeruiceable vſe eyther in the pur- 
ſuite of good, or auoydance of e- 
uill, and they are all benefites of 
God and helpes of nature, ſo long 
as they are kept vnder vertues cor- 
rection. | 
But as too much of the beſt is 
euill, and exceſſe in vertue vice: 
ſo paſſions let looſe without lim- 
mits are imperfections, nothing 
being good thatwanteth meaſure. 
And as the ſea is vnfit for traffick, 
not onely when the windes are 
too boiſterous, but alſo when they 
are too ſtill, and a middle gale and 


motion of the waues ſerueth beſt 
the 


\ 


The Epiſtle 
the ſailers purpoſe: So neither too 
ſtormy nor too calme a minde gi- 
ueth Vertue the freeſt courſe, but 
a middle temper betweene them 
both, in which the well ordered 

os are wroughtto proſecute, 
otſültered to — any vertu- 
ous indeuour. Such were the paſ- 
ſions of this holy Sainte, which 
were not guides to reaſon, but at- 
tendantes vpon it, and comman- 
ded by ſuch a loue as could neuer 
exccede, becauſe the thing loued 
was of infinite perfection. Andif 
her weakenes of faith, (an infirmi- 
then common to all Chriſtes 
iſciples) did ſuffer her vnderſtan- 
ding to be deceiued, yet was her 
will io ſetled in a moſt ſincere and 
perfect loue, that it ledde all her 
paſſions with the ſame bias, re- 
compenſing the want of _ 

Wi 
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De dicatorie. : 


with the ſtrange effectes of an ex- 
cellent charity. This loue & theſe 
paſſions are the ſubiect of this diſ- 
courſe, which though it reach not 
to the dignity of Maries deſerts, 
yet ſhal I thinke my indeuors wel 
apaide, if it may wooe ſome skil- 
fuller pennes from vnworthy la- 
bours, eyther to ſupply in this 
matter my want of ability, or in o- 
ther of like piety, (wherof the ſcri- 
pture is full) to exerciſe their hap- 
pier talents. I know that none can 
expreſſe a paſſion that hee feeleth 
not, ncyther doth the penne deli- 
uer but what it coppieth out of 
the minde. And therefore ſith the * 
fineſt wits are now giuen to write 
paſſionat diſcourſes, I would wiſh 
them to make choiſe of ſuch paſſi- 
ons, as it neither ſhould be ſhame 
do vtter, nor ſinne to feele. But 
1 whether 


The Epifile 
whether my wiſhes in this behalf 


tale effect or not, I reapattheleaſt 
_ this reward of my paines, that I 


haue ſhewed my deſire to anſwer 
your courteſie, and ſet forth the 
- duepraiſes of this glo- 
rious Saint. 


Tour loning friend. 


. 


# *» ' 
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Tothe Reader. 


Anie ſuting their la- 
bors to the popular 
vaine, ud, ouided 
by the gale of vul- 

\ 2 gar breath, haue di- 

A unuulged dinerſe pa- 

theticall diſcourſes, in whichif they 

had ſhewed as much care to profite, 
as they haue done deſire” to pleaſe, 

their workes woulde much more haue 
| hononred their names, and auailed 
the Readers. But it is a tuft complaint 
among the better ſorte of perſons , that 
the fineſt wittes looſe themſelues in the 
vaineitfollies, ſpilling muchi Arte 
in ſome idle phanſie, and leaning their 
workes as witneſſes, home long they 
hane beene in traua;le to be in fine ak- 

linered of 4 fable, And ſure it is a 
Bo thing 
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when the 
neither trueth nor probabilite, nor the 


mop ouerſight more haue olſerued, 


To the Reader. 


thing greatly to bee lamented, that 
men c ſo high conceite ſhould ſo much 
_ abaſe their habilities , that when they 


haue racked them to the uitermoſt 


endeuour, all the prayſe that they 


reape of their employment, conſiſteth 
in this, that they haue wiſch tolde 4 


f coliſb tale, and carried a long lie ve- 


rie ſmoothlieto the ende. Tet this 
inconuenience might finde ſome ex- 


cuſe, the driſt of their diſcourſe le- 


uelled at anie vertuous marke , for in 


fables are often figured morall trucths, 


and that couertly vttered to 4 com. 
mon good , whiche without a maske 


woulde not finde ſo free a paſſage. But 
22 of the worke hath 


purpor* thereof tendeth to anie honeſt 
end, the writer is rather to bee pitied 
then 2. „and his booles fitter for 
the fire then for the preſſe . This com- 


thers 
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To the Reader. 

then | road" to ſalue, euerit one be- 
ing able to reproue, none willing is re- 
45 e ſuch ates, add eſpecial- 

ty by generall cuſtome: And though 
zf neceſsitre (the lawleſſe patrone of en- 
Forced actions) had not more preaailed, 
then choiſe, this worke of ſo diſſerent 4 
ſabiedt from the vjuall vaine, ſheald 
Haue beene no eye-ſore to thoſe that are 
better pleaſed with worſe matters. Tet 
ſeth the copies therof flew ſo faſt, and ſo 
falſe abroad, that it was in danger to 
come corrupted to the print:it ſeemed a 
leſſe enill to let it flie to common viewe 
in the natiut 1 with the owne 
wings, then diſguiſed in aoate of a ha- 
ſtard feather, or caſt off from the Wo 
ſach a corrector, as might happily haue 
periſhed the ſound , and imped an ſome 
ſicke and ſory fethers of his owne phan- 
ſies. It may be that courteous shill will 
rec ken this, though eourſe in reſpett of 
others exquiſite labors, not vnfit to en- 
tertaine 


Hug. But the care is alreadie taken, 
nd 


Io the Reader. 
tertaine well tempered humours, both 
with pleaſure and profit , the ground 
therof being in ſcripture, and the forme 
of enlarging it, an imitation of the an- 


crent doctours, in ny ſame and other 


pointes of like tenour. This e, 
at the leaſt it mill carie with it, that the 
reader may learne to lone without im- 
prodfe of puritie, & teach his thoughts 
eyther to temper paſs1on in the meane, 
or to zine the bridle onely where the ex. 
ceſſe cannot be faultic.Let the work al- 


fend it (elf, and enerie one paſſe his cen- 
ſure Ws ſeth cauſe . tanie Carpes 


are expected when curious eyes come a 


{ the patience waiteth at the table, 
readie to tale away , when that diſhis 


ſeruesin,and to make roume for others 
to ſet on the deſired fruit. 
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MARY MAGDALENS 


Funerall Teares, 


| cidents of the pal⸗ 
fion of Chꝛiſt, that 
loue pꝛeſenteth it 
N ſelfe to my memos 
PEN ry, with which the 
bleſſed Mary Magdelen louing our 
Loꝛd moze then her life, followed him 
in his tourney to his death, attending 
vppon him when his Diſciples fledde, 
and —— moze willing to die, with 
him, then they to liue without him. 
But not finding the fauour to accom⸗ 
pany him in death, and loathing after 
him fo remaine in life, the fire of her 
tus affection enflamed ets _ an 


Mary Magdalens 
her enflamed hart reſolued into vncel- 
ſant teares, ſo that burning and ba- 
thing between loue and griefe,ſhee led 
a life euer dying, and felt a death ne⸗ 


uer ending. And when hee by whome 


ſhee lined was dead, and ſhe foz whom 


Iohn 20. 


ry (as the Euangeliſt ſaith) Stoode 


be died enfozcedly left aliue, ſhe pꝛai- 
ſed the dead moze then the lining, and 
hauing loſt that light of her life, thee 
deſired to dwell in darkeneſſe, and in 


the ſhadow of death, chooſing Chziſts 


Tombe foz her beſt Ag and his 
cozſe fo2 her chiefe comfozt. Foz Ma- 


without at the Tombe weeping. | 
But alas how vnfo2tunate is this 


woman, to whome neyther life will 


affo2de a deſired farewell, noz death 
alow any wiſhed welcome. She bath 


abandoned the lining and choſen the 


company of the dead, and now it ſee⸗ 
meth that even the dead haue fozſaken 
her, fith the coꝛſe thee ſceketh is taken 


away frõ her. And this was the cauſe 
that lone induced her to nn 
5 ro 


Funerall Teares. 2 


row enfo2ced her fo weepe, Her eie 
was watchful to ſek, whom her heart 
moſt longed fo eniop, and her fte in a 
readineſſe to runne, it her eie ſhoulde 
thaunce to eſpy him. And therefo2e 
ſhe ſtandeth to be fill ſtirring, pzeſt 
to watch euery way, and pz d fo 
goe whether any hope ſhould call her. 
But ſhee wept becauſe ſh& had ſuch 
occaſion of ſtanding, and that which 
moued her fo watch was the motiue 
of her teares. Fo2 as ſh watched to 
finde whom ſhe had loſt, ſo ſhee wept 
foz hauing loſt whom ſhe loued, her 
pe eies being troubled at once with 
two contrary offices, both to be clear 
in ſight the better to ſeke him. and yet 
cloudy tears foz miſſing the ſight 
of him. 

Pet was not this the entrance but 
the increaſe of her griefs, not the be- 
ginning but the renewing of her 
mone. Foz firſt ſh& mourned foz the 
departing of his ſoule out of his bodp, 
and now ſhe * the —_— | 

2 # 
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loan. 19. ments, to pay him the laſt Tribute of 


Mary Magdelens 
his body out of the graue, being puni⸗ 


ſhed with two wꝛeckes of her onely 
welfare, bothfull of miſery, but the 
laſt without all comfo2t. The firſt ozt- 
ginall of her (ozrow grew becauſe ſhe 
could not enioy him aliue:pet this (02y 
row had ſome ſolace, foz that ſhe ho- 
ped to haue enioyed him dead. 

Vut when ſher conſidered that his 
life was already loſt, and now not ſo 
much as his body could be found, ſhes 
das wholly daunted with diſmay, ſith 
this vnhappineſſe admitted no helpe. 
_ Shee doubted leaſt the loue of her ma⸗ 
ſter(the onely poztion that her Foz- 
tune had left her) would ſon languiſh 
in her cold bzeſt, if it neither had his 
won des to kindle it, noz his pꝛeſence 
to cheriſhe it, noz ſo much as his dead 
alhes to rake it vp. Shee had pzepa- 
red her ſpices and pꝛouided her oint⸗ 


eternall dueties. And though loſeph 
and Nichodemus had alreadp beſfow- 


ed a hundzed pounds of Pirrhe and A⸗ 
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loes, which was in quantity ſufficient, 
in quality ofthe beſf, and as well ap- 
plied as art and deuotion could deuile: 
pet ſuch was her loue, that ſhee would 
bane thought any quantity to little, 

except hers hadbene added, the beſt in 
quality to meane ercept hers were 
with it, and no diligence in applying 
it tnough,ercept her ſeruice were init. 
Not that the was ſharpe in cenſuring 
that which others had done, but be⸗ 
cauſe loue made her ſo deſirous to doe 
all her ſelfe, that though all had bene 
done that ſhes could deuiſe, and as wel 
as ſhee could wiſhe, pet vnleſſe ſhee 
were an Actoꝛ it would not ſuffice,ſith 


loue is as eager to bee vttered in e- 


fects, as it is zealous in true affection! * 
Shee came therefoꝛe now meaning to 
enbalme his co2ps, as ſhee had hefoze 
annointed his feet, and to pꝛeſerue the 
reliques ot his body, as the oni rem- 
nant of all her blue. And as in the 
ſpꝛing ot her felicitie ſhee had waſhed 
his feete with her teares, bewailing 
B 3 vnto 


death of his body. But when ſhe ſaw 


lo lament. 


ing ſurcharged with two moſt violent 


hauing ſetled her whole affection vp⸗ 
pon Chziſt, and ſummoned all her de- 
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Mary Magdalens 


vnto him the death ol her o don ſoule: 
ſo nowe ſhee came in the depth ol her 
miſer p, to ſhedde them a freſhe fo2 the 


the graue open and the body taken out, 
the labour of embalming was pꝛeuen- 

ted, but the cauſe of her weeping in- 
creaſed, and he that was wanting to 
ber obſequies, was not wanting to 
her teares, and though ſher founde not 
whom to annoint, yet found ſhe whom 


And not without cauſe did Mary 
complaine, finding ber firſt anguiſhs 
doubled with a ſecond griefe, and be⸗ 


ſozrowes in one afflicted heart. Foz 


ſires and wiſhes into the lone of his 
godnes, as nothing could equali his 
wo:thes:ſo was ther not in the whole 
wo:ld, either a greater benefit foz her 
to eniop then himſelfe, 02 any greater 
domage pollible then his loſſe, a 
e 
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x Themurdering in his one death, 
the life of all lifes, left a general death 
in all liutng creafures, and his diſeaſe 
notonely diſrobed our nature of her 
moſt roiall oznaments, but impouert+ 
ſhed the woꝛld or all higheſt perfeci- 
ons. Mhat meruaile therefo2e though 
ber vehement lone to ſo lonelya Lozd, 
being after the wzecke of his life, now 
- alſo depziuedof his dead bodp, fle 2s 
bitter pangues fo his loſſe, as befoze 
it taſted toyes in his pzeſence, and opt 
as large an iſſue to teares of ſozrowe, 
as euer heretofoze to tears of content- 
ment, And though foares were ra- 
ther oile then water ko her flame, ap- 
ter to nourtſh then diminiſh her grief: 
yet being now plunged in the depth of 
paine, ſhee ye&lded her lelfe captiue to 
all diſcomfoꝛt, carrying an ouerthꝛow⸗ 
en mind in a moze enfeebled body, and 
ſtill buſte in deuiſing, but euer doubt⸗ 
full in defining what ſhee inight beſt 
doe. Foz what could a ſecly woman 
dog but weepe, that * in a 4 


ching, ſo were they as quick to depart, 


pape, ſtod without feare, becauſe ſher 


Mary Magdalens 


of cares, founde neither eare to hears 
her, noꝛ tongue fo direct her, noz hand 
to helpe her, noz heart to pitty her in 
her deſolate caſe? True if is that Peter 
and Iohn came with her to the fombe, 
and to make triall of her repozt were 
both within it: but as they were ſpee⸗ 
dy in comming, and diligent in ſear⸗ 


and fearefull of farther ſeeking, And 
alas, what gained ſhee by their com- 
ming, but two witneſſes of her loſle, 
t wo diſmaiers of her hope, and two pa⸗ 
terns of a new deſpaire? Lone mouod 


them to come, but their loue was (one 
conquered, with ſuch a feare, that if 


ſuffered them not to ſtay. But Mary 
hoping in diſpaire, and perſeucring in 


now thought nothing left that ought fo 
be feared. Fo2 ſhe had loſt her mai⸗ 
ſter to whom ſhee was lo entirely de; 
uoted, that hee was the totall ofher 
lones, the height ofher hopes, and the 


- bttermoſt ofher feares, and therefoze 


be- 


Funerall Teares. 5 
befide him, ſher could neither lone 0- 
ther creature, hope fo2 other comfozf, 
noꝛ feare other loſſe. The wozf thee 
could feare was the death of her body, 
and that ſhe rather deſtred then feas 
red, ſith ſhe had already loſt the life of 
/ her ſoule, without which any other life 
would bea death, and with which anp 
other death would hane ben a delight. 
But now ſhe thought it better to die 
then to line, becauſe ſhe might happe- 
ly dying finde, whome not dying ſhee 
loked not to enioy, and not enioping 
ſhe had little will to line. Foznowe 
ſhe loued nothing in her life, but her 
loue to Chꝛiſt, e if any thing did make 
her willing to liue, it was onel pe the 
vnwillingneſle that his Image ſhould 
die with her, whole likeneſſe loue had 
limmed in her heart, and treaſured vp 
in her ſweeteſt memozies . And had 
the not feared to bzeak the Table, and 
to bꝛeake open the clolet, to which ſhe 
bad entruCed this laſt relique of her 
loſt happineſſe, the violence of — | 


Mary Magdalens 
would haue melted her heart info ins 


ward bleeding teares , and blotted her 


rememb2aunce with a fatall oblinion. 
And pet neuertheleſſe, he is nowe in 


o imperfect a ſozt aline, that it is p20- 
ued true in her that Loue is as ſtrong 


as Death, Foz what could death haue 
done moze in Mary then Loue did. er 
wittes were aſtonied, and all her ſen⸗ 
ſes ſo amaſed, that in the end finding 
ſhe did not know, ſæing ſhe could not 
diſcern, hearing ſhe perceiued not, and 
moze then all this, ſhe was not there 
Where ſhe was, foz ſhe was wholly 
where her Maiſter was, moze where 
ſhe loned then where ſh& lined, and 
leſſe in her ſelf then in his body, which 
not withſtanding, where it was ſhee 
could not imagine. Fo2 ſhe ſought, and 
as yet found it not, and therefoze ſtod 
at the Tombe weeping foz it, being 
now altogether giuen to mourning # 
deiuen to miſer p. 

But O Mary, by whole counſaile, 
ren what hope, oz with what hart, 
chuldelt 


PPP 
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cauldeſt thou ſtand alone, when the 
Tiſciples were departed? Thou wert 
there once befo2e they came, thou re- 
turneſt againe at their comming, and 
vet now thou ſtaieſt when they are 
gone. Alas that thy Lozd is not in the 
Tombe, thy own eies haue often ſeen, 
the Diſciples hands haue felt the ems 
pty Sindon doth auouch, and cannot al 
this wiyne the to belue it? No no, 
thou wouldeſt rather condemne thy 
owne cies of erroꝛ, and both the ir eies 
and handes of deceite, yea rather ſul⸗ 
pect all teſtimonies foz vntrue, then 
not looke whom thou haſt loſt, euen 
there, where by no diligence he couldg 
be found. When thou thinkeſt of other 
places, and canſt not imagine any ſo 
likely as this, thou ſækeſt againe in 
this, and though neuer ſo often ſought, 
it muſt ſtill bee a haunt foz hope, fo: 
when things dearely affected are loſt, 
loues nature is, neuer to be wearp of 
learching euen the ofteneſt ſearched 
cozners, being moze willing to thinks 
| that 
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that all the ſenſes are miſtaken, then 
to pelde that hope ſhould quaile. Pet 
now ſith it is lo euident, that he is ta⸗ 
ken away, what ſhould moue thee ts 
remaine here where the perill is appa- 
rent, and no p2ofite likely > Can the 
witof one (and ſhe a woman) wholly 
polſeſſed with paſſion, haue moze light 
fo diſcerne daunger, then two wittes 
of two men, and both pꝛincipall fauo- 
rites of the par ent of all wiſedom? D2 
if (notwithſtanding the danger) there 
bad bene iuſt cauſe to encounter it, 
were not two together, being both fo 
Chꝛiſt ſwo2ne companions, each to o- 


ther affied friends, and to all his enne- 
mies pꝛofeſſed foes , moze likely fo 
bane pꝛeuailed, then one feminine 
heart, timoꝛous by kinde, andalready 


amaſedwith this dꝛeadfull accident? 
But alas why doe J vrge her with 
reaſon, whole reaſon is altered into 


loue, and that iudgeth it folly to follow 


ſuch reaſon, as ſhould any way impair 
her loue, Her thoughts were arreſted 
by 
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by euery thꝛedde of Chꝛiſts Sindon, 
and ſhe was captine in ſo many pꝛi⸗ 
ſons, as the Tombe had memozies of 
her loſt maiſter, Loue being her Jai- 
loz in them all, and nothing able to 
raunſome her, but the recouery of her 
Loꝛd. Mhat maruaile then though the 
Apoſtles examples dꝛew her not a⸗ 
way, whome fo violent a lone enfoz- 
ted to remaine , which pꝛeſcribing 
lawes both to witte and wil, is guided 
by ne other lawe but it ſelfe 2 Sbee 
could not thinke of any fear, noz ſtand 
in feare of any fozce. Loue armed her 
againſt all hazardes, and being alrea- 
dy wound?d with the greateſt griefe, 
ſhe had not leiſure to remember any 
leer euill. Pea ſhe had foꝛgotten all 
things, and her ſelfe among al things, 
onely mindefull of him, whom ſhee lo⸗ 
ued aboue all thinges. And yet her 
loue by reaſon of her loſſe, dzownev 
both her mind and memozy lo derpe in 
ſozrow,and ſo buſted her wittes in the 
conceite of his abſence, that al remem⸗ 
| bzauncs 
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bꝛaunte ofhis fozmer pꝛomiſes, was 

diverted with the thꝛong of pzeſent 
diſcomfoꝛts, andſhe ſcemed to haue 
foꝛgotten alſo him beſides whome ſher 
remembzed nothing. Fo2 donbflelſe 
had ſhe remembꝛed him as ſhe ſhould, 
her ſhould not haue now thought the 
Tombe a fitte place to ſceke him, nei- 
ther would ſhe mourne foz him as 


dead, and remoned by others foꝛce, but 


top in him as reuiued, and riſen by 
bis owne power. Foz hee had often 


_ fo:etold both the manner of his death, 
and the day of his reſurrection. But a- 


las let her heauinefſe excuſe her, and 


the vnvonfednes of the miracle plead 


her pardon, ſith dꝛead and amazement 


hath dulled her ſenſes,diſtemperedher 


thougzts, diſcouraged her hopes, awa⸗- 
ked her paſſions, and left her no other 


liberty but onelp to wepe. 


Tohn 20. 


She& wept therefoze, being onelp 
able to weepe. And, As (hee was wee- 


ping, ſhee ſtouped down and looked 


into the Monument, and ſhe ſaw two 


Angels 
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Angels in white, fitting one at the 

head, and an other at the feete, where 
the body of Teſus had beene layd. 
They ſaid ynto her, Woman why we- 
peſt thou? : 

D Mary,thy god hap excedeth thy 
hope, and where thy laſt ſozrow was 
bꝛed, thy firſt ſuccour ſpzingeth. Thou 
diddeft ſ&ke but one, and thou haſt 
found two. A dead body was thy er- 
rand, and thou haſt light vppon two a- 
line. Thy weeping was foz a man, and 
thy tears haue obtained Angels. up- 
pꝛeſſe now thy ſadnes, and refreſh thy 
heart with this god Foztune. Theſe 
angels inuite the to a par lee, they ſem 
to take pitty of thy caſe, and it may be 
they haue ſome happy tidinges to tell 
the. Thou haſt hitherto ſought in 
baine, as one either vnſeene, oz vn⸗ 
known, oꝛ at the leaſt vnregarded, ſith 
the party thou ſerkeſt, neither tende 
reth thy teares, noꝛ aunſwereth thy 
cries, no2 relenteth with thy lamen- 
fings. Either he doth not _—_ 


deft with. Remember what they are, 
where they ſitte, from whence ther 


Mary Magdalens 
will not helpe, he hath peraduenture 


left to loue the, and is loath to pelbe 


thee reliefe t therefoze take ſuch com- 
foꝛt as thou findeſt, ſith thou art not ſo 
luckp, as to finde that which chou coul⸗ 


come, and to whom they ſpeake. They 
are Angels of peace, neither ſent with 
out cauſe,no2 ſen but of fauour, They 
fit in the Tombe, to ſhew that they 
are no ſtraungers to thy loſe, They | 
come from Yeauen, from whence all 
happy newes deſcend. They ſpake to 
thy ſelfe, as though they had ſome ſpe⸗ 
ciall Embaſſage fo deliuer vnto thee. 
Alke them therfoze of thy maiſter, foz 
they are likelieſt to returne thee a deſis 
red aunſwere. Zhou kneweſt him to 
well, to thinke that hell hath denoured 
him, thou haſt long ſought, and halt 
not found him in earth, and what place 


ſi lit foꝛ him as to be in heauen. Alke 


therefo2e of thoſe Angels that came 
newly from thence,andit may be, their 
repozt 
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repozt will-highly pleaſe thee? Dy if 
thou art reſolued to continue thy ſce⸗ 
king, who can better helpe thes then 
they that are as [wift as thy thought, 
as faithfull as thy owne heart, and as 
louing to thy Lozd as thou thy ſelfe? 
Take therefo:e thy god hap,lealt it be 
taken away from ther, and content ther 
with Angels ſith thy maiſter hath gi⸗ 
uen ther ouer. | 

But alas what meaneth this 
change, # how happeneth this ſtrange 
alter ation ? The time hath bene that 
fewer teares would haue wzought 
greater effecte, ſhoꝛter ſceking haue 
ſoner found, and leſſe paine haue pꝛo- 
cured moꝛe pitty. The time hath ben 
that thy annointing his fcete, was ac- 
cepted and p2aiſed, thy waſhing them 
with teares highly commended, and - 
thy wyping them with thy haire,moſt 
curteouſly conſtrued. Yow then doth | 
it now fall out, that having bꝛought 
thy werte oiles, to annoint his whole 
body, hauing ſhed as many teares as 

C would 


— r EA OUT” IS 
- 


Mary Magdalens 

would haue waſhed moze then his feet, 
and hauing not only thy haire but thy 
heart ready to ſerue him, he is not mo⸗ 
ued with all theſe duties, ſo much as 
once to affo2d? thee his ſight, Js it not 
he that reclaimed thee from thy wan- 
D2ing courſes, that diſpoſſeſſed thee of 
thy damned inhabitants, and from the 
wildes of ſinne, recouered thee into the 
folde and family of his flocke? was not 
thy houſe his home, his loue thy life, 
thy ſclfe his Diſciple ? did not hee de- 
fend ther againſt the Phariſe, pleade 
ſoꝛz ther againſt Indas, and excuie tho 
fo thy ſiſter? in ſumme, was not hee 
thy patron and p2otecto2 in all thy ne- 
cellities. 

O good Jeſu what hath thus eſfran- 
gedthe from her? Zhou haſt hereto- 
fo2e ſo pittied her teares, that ſeeing 
them thou couldeſt not refraine thine. 
In one of her greateſt agonies foz 
loue of her, that ſo much loued ther, 
thou diddeſt recall her dead b2other to 
life, turning her complaint into vner · 


pected | 
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pected contentment. And we knowe 
that thou doeſt not vſe to alter courſe 
without cauſe, noꝛ to chaſtice without 
deſert. Thou art the flir ſt that inuiteſt, 
and the [alk that foꝛ ſakeſt, neuer lea- 
ging but firſt left, and euer offering, til 
thou art refuſed. How then hath ſher 
foꝛfaited thy fauour 2 Oz with what 
treſpaſſe hath ſhe earned thy ill will? 
Chat ſhe neuer left to lone the, her 
heart will depoſe, her hand will ſub- 
ſcribe, her tongue will pꝛoteſt, her 
teares wil teſtify, and her ſeeking doth 
aſſure. And alas is her particular caſe 
lo farre from all erample, that thou 
ſhouldeſt rather alter thy nature, then 
ſhe better her Foztune, and be to her 
as thou art to no other? Foz our parts 
ſince thy laſt ſhew of liking towardes 
her, we haue found no other faulte in 
her, but that ſher was the earelieſt vp 
to ſeeke the, readieſt to annoint ther, 

and when ſhe ſaw that thou wert re- 
moued, ſhe fozthwith did weepe fo2 
thee, and p;eſently went foz helpe to 
C 2 finds 
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finde thee, And whereas thoſe two that 
ſhe b2ought,being leſſe careful ofthee, 


then fearefull of themſelues , when 
they had ſcene what ſhe had ſayd, ſo⸗ 
dainely ſhzunke away, behold ſhee itil 
ſtaieth, the ſtill ſceketh, Chee ſtill wee- 
peth. If this be a fault, we cannot de- 
ny but this ſhe doth and to this ſhee 
perſwadeth, yea this the neither meas 
neth to amend, no2 requeſteth the to 
foꝛgiue: it therfoze thou reckõneſt this 
as puniſhable, puniſhed ſhe muſt be, 
ſith no excuſe hath effect wher the fact 
pleadeth guilty. But if this impoꝛt not 
any offcnce but a true affection, and be 
rather a god deſire then an euil deſert, 
why art thou ſo hard a Judge fo ſo ſoft 
a creature, requiting her loue with 
thy loſſe, and luſpending her hopes in 


this vnhappineſſe? Are not thoſe thy 
wo2des? 1 loue thoſe that loue mee, 


and who watcheth earely for me ſhall 
finde mee. Why then doth not this 
woman finde thee, that was vp ſoear- 


lyto watch foz thiez Why doeſt thou 


not 
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not with like repay her, that beſfow- 
eth vppon ther her whole lone , ſith 
thy woꝛd is her warrant, and thy pꝛo- 
miſe her due debt? Art thou leſle mo⸗ 


ued with theſe tears that ſhee ſheddeth 


fo the her onely Maiſter, then thou 
wert with thoſe that ſhe ſhed befoze 
thee foz her deceaſed bꝛother? Oꝛ doth 
her lone to thy ſeruaunt moze pleaſe 
the then her loue to thy ſelfe > Our 
lone to others muſt not be to them but 
to the in them. Foz he loueth ther ſo 
much the leſſe, that loueth any thing 
with ther, that he loueth not fo2 ther. 
Iktherekoꝛe ſhe then deſerued wel foz 
louing the in an other, ſhe deſerueth 
better now foz louing ther in thy ſelfe, 
and if in derde thou loueſt thoſe that 
toue thee, make thy wo2de god to her, 
that is ſo far in loue with thee, Df thy 
ſelfe thou haft ſayd, that thou art The 
* way, the truth and the life, It then 
thou art a way eaſie to find t neuer ers 
ring, how doth ſhe miſſe ther? Ik a life 
giuing life and neuer ending, why is 


C3 lhes 


- either vouchſafe thou to kerpe this belt 
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ſher ready fo die foz thee? Ika true 
pꝛomiſing truth g neuer failing, hows 
is (he bereaned of ther? Foz if what 
thy tongue did ſpeake, thy trath will 
auerre, ſhe will neuer alke moze fo 
make her molt happy. Remember 
that thou ſaidſt to thy (iter, that Mary 
dad choſen the beſt part which ſhould 
not be take from her. That ſhe choſe 
the beſt part is out of queſtion, ſith ſhe 
made choiſe of nothing but onelye of 
the. But how can it be verified, that 
this part ſhall not be taken from her, 
fith thou that art this part art already 
taken away? If ſhe could haue kept 
the, ſhee would not haue loſt thee, and 
had it bene in her power, as it was 
in her will. ſhee would neuer haue par⸗ 

ted from the; and might ſhes nowe bee 
reſfo2cdfo thy pꝛeſence, ſhee would fry 
all Foztunes rather then fo2goe the. 
Sith therefoze ſhe ſeketh nothing but 
what ſhe choſe, and the loſſe of ber 
choiſe is the onely cauſe ofher comber, 


part 
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part that ſhe choſe in her, 02] ſe not 
how it can be true, that itſhall not bee 
taken from her. But thy meaning 
happelp was, that though it be taken 
from her eies, pet it ſhould neuer bee 
taken from her heart, and it may be 
thy inward pzeſence ſupplieth thing 
outward abſence : pet Jcan hardlye 
thinke, but that if Mary had the with⸗ 
in her, ſhe could fele it, and if ſhee felt 
if, ſhe would neuer ſ&ke the. Thon 
art to hoate a fire to be in her boſome, 
and not to burne her, and thy light is 
to great, to leaue her minde in this 
darkeneſſe if it ſhined in her. In true 
louers euer part is an eie, and euer 
thought a loke, and therefoze ſo ſweet 
an obiect among ſo many eies, and in 
ſo great a light, could neuer lie ſo hid⸗ 
den but lone would eſpie it. Nonoif 
Mary had the, her innocent heart ne- 
uer taght to diſſemble, could not make 
complaint, the outſide of a concealed 
comfozte,neither would ſher turne her 
thoughtes to paſture in adead mans 

C 4 tombe, 
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fombe, if at home ſhe& might bid them 
to ſo heauenly a banquet , Yer lone 
would not haue a thought to ſpare,noz 
a minute to ſpend, in any other action 
chen in enioping of thee, whome thee 
knew to wel, to ab2tdge the leaſt part 
in her from ſo higha happineſſe. F02 
her thirſt ol thy pꝛeſence was fo exce- 
ding, and the Sea ofthy ioies ſo well 
able to affo2de her a full d2anght, that 
though euery parcell in her ſhould fake 
in a whole tive of thy delightes, ſh& 
would thinke them fo few to quiet her 
deſires. Yea doubtleſſe if hee had thee 
within her, ſhe would not enuye the 
Fo2tune of the richeſt Empzeſſe, yea 
ſhe& would moze retoyce to be thy tobe 
in earth then a thꝛone in heauen, and 
diſdain to be a Saint if ſhee were woz⸗ 
thy to be but thy ſh2ine. Ny 
But peraduenture it is now with 
her mind, as it was with the Apoſtles 
gies, and as they ſ&ing thee walk vp- 
pon the ſea, twke thee fo2 a Gholl, ls 


the ſeeing thee in her heart, 9 
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the but a fanſie, being yet better ac- 
' quainted with thy bodily ſhape, then 
with thy ſpirituall power. 
But O Mary it ſemeth to trange 
that hee whome thou ſeekeſt, and foz 
whome thou werpeſt ſhould thus gine 
the oner, to theſe painefull fittes, if in 
thee he did not ſ& a cauſe foꝛ which he 
will not be (ene of thee . Still thy 
plaint and ſtint thy weeping , foz J 
doubt there is ſome freſpaſſe in thy 
teares, and ſome ſinne in thy ſozrow: 
doeſt thou not remember his woꝛdes 
to thee and to other women, when he 
ſaid;Daughters of Hieruſalem weepe 
not vppon me, but weepe vppon your 
ſelues and vpon your children. Mhat 
meaneſt thou then to continue this 
courſe? Doth he foꝛbid thy teares, and 
wilt not thou fozbeare them? Js it no 
fault fo infringe his will, oꝛ is not that 
his will, that his woꝛdes doe import? 
The fault muſt be mended, ere the 
penaunce be releaſed, and therefoze 


either ceaſe to weepe 0z neuer hope to 
finds 
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linde. But J know this Logicke little 
pleaſeth the, and J might as ſon win 


— to fozbeare liuing, as to leaue we- 
, 


g. 
Thou wilt ſay that though he foz- 


bad ther to wepe fo2 him, pet helefte 


thee free, to weepe foz thy (elfe, and 
fith thy loue hath made these one with 
him, thou wepeſt but fo2 thy ſelf when 
thou wepelt fo2 him. But J aunſwer 
the againe, that becauſe he is one with 
the, and thy wesping foꝛ him hath bin 
fozbidden thee, thou canſt not wepe 
fo; thy ſelfe, but his wo2des will con⸗ 
demn thee. Foz if thou and he are one, 
fo2 which ſoeuer thou weepeſt it is all 
one, and therefoze ſith fo2 him thon 
maieſt not weepe, fozbeare all wee⸗ 


ping leaſt if ſhould offend, 


Pea but (ſaieſt thou) to barre mes 
from weeping, is to abꝛidge me of li- 


berty, and reſtraint of liberty is a pe⸗ 
naltp, and euery penalty ſuppoſeth 


ſome offence: but an offence it is not 


to weep foz my ſelle, foz he would ne- 


ucr 
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ner commaund it, if it were not law- 
full to doe it. The fault therefoze muſt᷑ 
be, in being one with him, that ma⸗ 
keth the weeping foꝛ my ſelfe, a wee- 
ping alſo foz him, And if this be a fault, 
J will never amend if, and let them 
that thinke it ſo, doe penaunce foz it, 
fo2 my part,ſith J haue loſt my mirth, 
I will make much of my ſozrow, and 
ſith J haue no toy but in teares, J may 
lawfully ſhedde them. Ncither thinke 
J his fozmer wo2d,a warrant againſt 
bis latter deede. And what neede had 
he to weepe vppon the Croſſe, but foz 
our example, which if it were god foz 
him to giue, it can not be cuill ſoꝛ mee 
to follow. No no it is not my weeping 
that cauſeth my toſſe, ſith a woꝛlde of 
eies, a ſea oftears, could not woꝛthe⸗ 
ly bewaile the miſe of ſuch a maiſter. 

Pet ſince, neither thy ſeeking fins 
deth, noꝛ thy weeping pꝛeuaileth (afi(- 
fy thy lelfe with the ſight of Angels. 
Demaunding the cauſe of their com- 


ung, and the reaſon of thy Lo2ds res 
moue, 
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moue, and ſith they firſt offer the occa- 
ſion of parley, be not thou to dainty of 
thy diſcourſe. It map be they can calm 
thy ſtoꝛmes, and quiet thy vnreſt, and 
therefoꝛe conceale not from them thy 
ſoze, leaſte thou lwſe the benefife of 
their emplaiſter. But nothing can 
mous Mary to admit comfoꝛt, oz en- 
tertaine any company, foz to one alone 
and foz euer ſhe hath vowed her ſelfe, 
and except it be to him, ſhee will net- 
ther lend her eare long to others, noꝛ 
bozrow others helpe, leaſt by ſeeking 
to alay her ſmart, ſhee ſhould leſſen 


her loue. But dzawing into her minde 


all penſine conceites, ſhee muſeth and 
pineth in a conſuming languos, taking 
comfozt in nothing but in being com- 
foztleſſe. 

Alas ſaith ſhee, ſmall is the light 
that a ſtarre can peeld when the Sun 
is downe, and a ſoꝛry exchange to goe 
gather crummes after the lofſe of a he- 
uenly repaſt. My eyes are not vſed to 


ſee by the glims ol a ſparke:and in le- 


king 
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king the ſanne it is either needeles oz 
boteles to bo220we the light of a can- 
dle, ſith eyther it muſt bewꝛap it ſelfe 
with the ſelfe light, oz no other light 
can euer diſcouer it. It they come to 
dil burden me of my heanineſſe, their 
comming wil be burdenſom vnto me, 
and they wil loadme moze while thep 
labour my reliefe. They cannot per- 
ſwade me, that my Maiſter is not loſt, 
foꝛ myowne eyes will diſpꝛoue them. 
They can leſſe tell me where he map 
be found, fo2 they would not be ſo ſim- 
ple, to be ſo long from him: oꝛ if they 
can foꝛbeare him, ſurely they doe not 
know him, whom none ca truly know 

and line long without him. All their 

demurres would be tedious, and diſ- 

courſes irkeſome. Impaire my loue 8 
they might, but appay it they could 
not, to which he that firſt accepted the 
debt, is the onelp paiment. They ey- 
ther want power, will oz leaue fo tell 
me m deſire, oꝛ at the firſt wozd they 
would haue don it, ſith Angels are * 
vled 


Mary Magdalens 


pled ts idle ſpeeches, and to me al falke 
is idle, that doth not tell me of my ma; 
ſter. They know not where he is, and 
therefoze they arc come to the place 
where he laſt was, making the tombe 
their heauen, and the remembꝛance ol 
his pꝛeſence the fode of their felicitp. 
Mhatſoeuer they could tell me,if they 
toldmenot of hin, and whatſoener 
they ſhould tell me ok him, ik they told 
me not where he were, both their tel⸗ 
ling and my hearing were but a wa⸗ 
ſting of time. J neither came to ſc the, 
no2 deſire to heare them. J came not to 
ſe Angels, but him that made both mg 
and Angels,and to whom J owe moze 
then both to men and Angels, 

And to thee J appeal O molt louing 
L.02d, whether my afflicted heart doe 
not truely defray the tribute of an vn- 
deuided loue. To the IJ appeale whey 
ther J haue iopned any partner with 
thee in the ſimall poſſeſſion of my pwze 
ſelfe. And J would to God J were as 
paiup where the body (5, as thou —— 
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wert thou art not, where thou art 1 


thele vncertainties, and in how wilde 


not whether. To leaue the tombe is a 


am left fre to choſe whether J will 
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who is onely Lozd andowner of my 
ſoule. 


But alas ſwert Jeſu, where thou 


know not: w2etched is the caſe that J 


am in, and pet how to better it I can⸗ 
not imagin, Alas D myonely deſtre, 


why haſt thou left me wauering in 


amaze wander my donbtfull and per- 
plexed thoughts? Jf J tay here where 
be is not J ſhall neuer finde him. If 1 
would goe farther to ſeke, J knowe 


death, and to ſfand helpeles by it an 
vncurable viſeaſe, ſo that all my com- 
fozt is now concluded in this, that A 


ſtay without helpe, oz goe without 
hope, that is in effec, with what to: 
ment J will end my life. And pet euen 
this were tw happy a choiſe fo ſo vn- 
happy a creature. Jf J might be chw- 
ſer ol my owne death, O holy quickely 
ſhould that choiſe be made, and how 
willing- 
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willingly would J runne fo that erc- 
cution? J would be nailed fo the ſame 
croTe, with the ſame nailes, and in the 
ſame place: my heart ſhould be woun- 
ded with his ſpeare, my head with his 
thoznes, my body with his whips: Fi- 
nally J would taſte al his fozmentes, 
and fread all his embzued and bloudp 
ſteppes. 

But O ambitious thoughts, why gaze 
you vpon ſo high a felicity? why think 
rou ol ſo gloꝛious a death, pare p2ziny 
to ſoinfamous a life? death alas J de- 
ſerue, pea not one but infinite deaths. 
But ſo wert a death, ſeaſoned with ſo 
many comfozts,the very inſtruments 
whereof were able to raiſe the deaveff 
co2ps, & depure the moſt defiled ſoule, 
were to (mall a ſcourge fo2 my great 
offences, And therefoze J am left to 
fele ſo many deaths, as J liue hours, 
and to paſſe as many pangues, as J 
haue thoughts of my iofſe, which are 
as many as there are minutes, andas 


violẽt as tber were all in euer one. 


But 
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But Kh A can neither die as he died, 
no; lius where he lieth dead, J will 
live out my lining death by bis graue, 
and die on ny dying lite be his i wæte 
tombe. Better is it after loſe of bis 
body to late to his lepulchze, then at, 
ter tote of the one, to leaue the other 
to be deſtroped. aon, though I bane 
bene robbed of the Saint. J wil at the 
leaf hans cars of the thine, which 
though it be lpoiled of the molt ſoue- 
raignzhoaft, pet thall it be the Altar 
where J will daily ſacriffe my heart, 
and offer vp my teares, - - 
Hors will Jenerleade, vea here 
0 4 moans to end my wzetched like, 
that J may at the leaſt bee buried by 
the tome or my 100, and take my 
wid Ko dae des ar e 
| | made the 
2 — — 
may be alſo that this empte Sin- 
don lying here to no ble, and this 
tobe being opẽ without any in it, may 
Rus occaſion AG beart, 
that 
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it dead, if Jknew the party that ſhuld 


my death-bed , ſo am J not of Iacobs 


Mary Magdalens 
thatſhall firſt light vpon my vaburied 


to interre me in this tombe 

O too foztumate lott, ſoa ſo vufozty- 
nate a woman to craue: no no, 4 doe 
not traue it. Foz alas J dare nat, pet ii 
ſuch aſinfullonerſight ſhoulde be com. 
mitted, J doe now befozehand fo2gine 
that ſinner, and were it no mage p2e- 
ſumption to wiſh it alive then to ſaffer 


firſt paſſe by me, J woulde wor him 
with my teares, and hire him with any 
pꝛaiers, to bleſſe me with this felicity, 
And though dare not wiſh anis to do 
it, yet this without offence J may ſay 
to all, that J loue this Syndon about 
all clothes in the woꝛld, and this tomb 
JF eſteeme moꝛe, then any pꝛinces mo- 
nument: yea, and] thinke that cozſe 
bighly fauoured, that ſhall ſuccade my 
LLo2d in it, and fo2 my part as J mean, 
that the ground where I ſtand ſhall be 


minds to haue my bodie buried farre 
from 
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from the place where it dieth, but euen 
in the next and readieſt graue and that 
as ſoone as my bzeath faileth , ſith de⸗ 
lates are bootleſſe , where death hath 

wonne poſſeſſion. 

But alas J dare not ſay any moze: 
let my bodie take ſuch foztnne as be- 
falleth it: my ſoule at the leaſt ſhall 
dwel in this wert Paradiſe, and from 
this bꝛitle caſe of fleſh and bloud, paſſe 
p:eſently into the gloztons tombeof 
God and man, It is nowe enwzapped 
in a maſſe of cozruption , it ſhali then 
enioy a place of high perfection: whers 
it isnowe it is moze by fozce then by 
choile; and like a repining pꝛiſoner in 
a loathed gaple. But there in little 
roume if ſhould finds perfect reſt, and 
inthe pꝛiſon of death, the libertie of a 
topfull life. 

O (weet tomb of my ſweeteſt Lozd, 
while A line J will ftay by thee: when 
J die, J will cleaus vnto the: neither 
aliue no2 dead, will J euer bedzawne . 
from . Thou _ altar of mer-{ 

2 


| N 

ll Mary Magdalens 

1 tie, the temple of trueth, the ſanctuary 
| 


of ſafetie, the graue of death, and the 
cradle of eternall life. O heauen of 
| my eclipſed ſunne, receiue into thee 
0 this ſillie ſtarre, that bath nowe alſo 
loft all wiſhed light. O Whale that 
haſt ſwallowed my onely Ionas, ſwal⸗ 
lo we alſo me moze wozthy to be thy 
p2ay,ſith J, andnot he, was the cauſe 
of this bloudie tempeſt. O Ceſtern al 
I my innocent loſcph, take me into thy 
1 die bottome, ſith J, and not he, gau 
iuſt cauſe of offence to my enraged 
b:eth:en.But alas, in what cloud haſt 
thou hidden the light of our way? Up- 
on what ſhoare haſt thoa caſt vp the 
pꝛeacher of all trueth : oz to what Iſ- 
maclite haff thou yelded the puruep⸗ 

dur ot our life? 
O vnhappis me, why did J not be- 
foze thinke ol that which J now aſke? 
why did A leaue him when J heard 
him, thus to lament him nowe, that J 
haue loſt him? It I had watched with 
perlenerance, either om” 
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taken him, oz they ſhonlde haue taken 
me with him. | 


But thzough fo mach pꝛetiſeneſſe 
in keeping the lawe, J haue loſt the 
lawmaker, and by being too ſtrupu⸗ 
lous in obſeruing his ceremonies , I 
am pꝛoued irreligious in looſing hint 
ſelfe, urg J ſhould rather hane remat- 
ned with the trueth then fozſaken it, 
fo lolemnize the figure. The Sabboth 
could not haue bin pꝛophaned in ſtan» 
ding be his caꝛſe, by which the pꝛo⸗ 
phaneſt thinges are ſanctifled, & whoſe 
couch doth not defile the cleane , but 
clenleth the moſt . 
But when it was time to ſtay, J 
departed: When it was to late to 
belpe, 4 returned: and nowe 3 repent 
my folly, when it cannot be amended. 
But let my heart viſſolue into ſiches, 
mine eyes melt in teares, and my de⸗ 
folate ſoule languiſh in diſlikes : yea 
let all that J am and haue, indure 
the deſerued puniſhment , N 
be 


3 


be appeaſed with my pe 


krom the offence, 


Mary Magdalens 


and re- 
that fled 


bus when hir timoꝛous tõſcienec 
had indited hir of ſo great an omilſ⸗ 
flon, e hir toong enfozced the entdence 
with theſe bitter accuſations, Lone, 
that was now the onely vmpier in all 
hir cauſes , condemned hir epos to a 
freſhe ſho wꝛe of teares, hir bꝛeſt to a 
netv ſfozme of ſighes, and hir ſoule, to 
be perpetuall peiloner to reſtleſſe [o;- 
rowes. 

But O Mary, thou deceineft thy 
ſelfe i in thy owne deſires , and it well 
appeareth, that exceſſe of griefe , bath 
bꝛed in thee a defect of due p2oul- 
dence. 

And wouldeſt thou indeed haue thy 
wiſhes, come to palle, and thy wo2des | 
fulfilled * Tellme then, J pzay thee 
if thy heart were diſſolued , where 
wouldeft thou harboz thy Lo2d? what 
wouldeſt thon offer him? how would 
thou lone him? 


turne vpon the amend 
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him, and if he be at all in ther, it is thy 
heart that hathhim, and wouldeſt thou 
now haue that diſſolued, from thence 
alſo to exile him? And if thy eyes were 
melted, thy ſoule in languo2, and thy 
ſenſes decayed, how wouldeſt thou ſe 
him, ifhe did appeare2howe ſhouldeſt 
thou heare him, if he did ſpeake*howe 
couldeſt thou knowe him, though her 
were there pꝛeſent? 

Thou thinkeſt happily that hee lo- 
ueth thee ſo wel, that if thy heart were 
ſpent foꝛ his loue.he would either lend 
his owne heart vato thee, o2 create a 
ne we heart in thee , better then that 
Which thy ſozrow take from thee . It 


may bee, thou imagineſt, that if 


thy ſoule woulde giue place, his ſoule 
wanting nowe a body, would enter in⸗ 


to thine, with ſupplie of all thy ſenſes. 


and releaſe ol thy ſoꝛrowes. | 
D Mary thou didit not marke what 
thy maiſter was wot to ſay, 7 

4 


cannot feele him, thy fet cannot follow 


thou wouldeſt not thinke, but that ha 


 moze of them, leaſt thy Lo2d be diſ⸗ 


tould not make her wil, long ſince pol 


Mary Magdalens 


he told thee, that the third day he ſhuld 
rile agains. Foz it thou hadit heard 
bim, oz at the leaſt bnderſtode him, 


now vſeth both his heart and ſoule in 
the life of his owne body. And there- 
foze repaire to the angels,. and enquire 


pleaſed, that comming from him thon 
wilt not enterfaine them. 

But Marie whoſe deuotions were 
all fired vpon a nobler Saint, and that 
had ſo ſtraightly bound hir thoughtes 
to his onely affection, that ſhee rather 
deſtred lo vnknow whom ſhe knew al⸗ 
readie, then to burthen her mind with 
the knowledge of newe acquatutance, 


ſeſſed with the higheſt loue, ſtoupe to 
the acceptanceofmeaner friendſhips, 
And fo2 this though ſhe did not ſcozne- 
fully retect, vet did the with humilitie 
refuſe the Angels company, thinking 
it nodiſcourteſte to take ber ſelfe from 
them-foz to giue her ſelle mo;e ww 
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toherLo2d , fo whome both ſhee and 
they were wholly deuoted, and ought 
molt lone and greateſt dutie. oro 
alſo being nowe the onely interpꝛeter 
ofall that ſenſe , deliuered to her bn- 
derſtanding,made hir confer their de- 
mand in a moze doubtfull then true 


meaning. 

If (ich ſhe) they tome to eaſe my 
affliction, they coulde not be ignoꝛant 
of the cauſe: and if they were not igna⸗ 
rant of it, they woulde neuer aſke itz. 


why then did they ſay , Woman why 
weepelt thou? | 
Ik their queſtion did impoꝛt ap20- 
hibition , the neceſſitie of the occaſion 
doth countermand their counſaile, and 
fitter it were they ſhoulde weepe with 
me, then-J in not weeping obey them. 
If the Sunne were aſhamed to 
chew his b2ightnelſe, when the father 
of all lightes was darkened with ſuch 
diſgrace : It the heauens diſcolouring 
their beauties, ſuted themſelues to 
their makers foztune ; Af the whols 
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. caſe, make vp a part in this lamenta⸗ 
ble conſoꝛt: And eſpecially nowe, that 
by the loſſe of his bodie , the cauſe of 


euer happened to woman: foz my loue 


2 
Mary Magdalens 

frame of nature were almoſt diſſolued 
to ſ& the authour of nature ſo vnnatu⸗ 
rally abuſed : why may not Angelles, 
that beſt knewe the indignitie of the 


weping is increaſed, and vetthe num- 
ber of monraers leſſened: ſith the Apo- 
ſtles are fled, all his friends afraid, and 
poze J leſt alone to ſupplie the teares 
of all creatures? 

O who will giue water to my head, 
& a fountaine of teares vnto my eyes 
that I may weepe day and night, and 
neuer ceaſe weeping2D my only Lo2d 
thy griefe was the greateſt that euer 
was in man,and my griefe as great as 


hath carued me no ſmall poztion of 
thine, thy loſſe hath redoubied the toz- 
ment of mine owne, and all creatures 
feeme to haue made ouer to me theirs, 
leaning mee as the vice-gerent of all 
their ſoz rows, 2ozrow with me 7 
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feaff thou O Tombe, andthawe into 


teares you hardeſt ſtones. The time is 


now come, that you are licenſed to cry, 
and bound to recompence the ſilence of 
your Lo2des Diſciples, of whome his 
himſelfe ſaid to the Phariſies , thatif 
they held their peace, the verie Cones 


ſhould crie fo2 them. owe therefo:e 


ſith feare hath locked vp their lips, E 
ſadneſſe made the mute, let the ſtones 
trie out againſt the murderers of my 
Lo2d, and bew2ay the robbers of his 
ſacred body. 

And I feare that were it well kno⸗ 


wen, who hath taken him away,there 


is no ſtone ſo tony, but ſhould haue 


canſe to lament, 

It was doubtleſſe the ſpite of ſome 
malicious Phariſce 02 bloudy Scribe, 
that not contented with thoſe toz- 
ments, that he ſuffredin life(of which 


euerp ons to any other would haue bin 


a tirannicall death) hath now ſtollen 
away his dead body, to pꝛactiſe vppon 


it tome _ cruelty, and to glutte 
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their pittileſſe cies, 


- maſſacred,andoutragiouſly miſuſed.” 


.rers, whoſe inſatiable thirſt of his in- 


' dy? Why then doe not all creatures 


Mary Magdalens 


and bꝛutiſh heart 
with ths vnnaturall vſage of his help⸗ 
les cozps. O vi rockes and ſtones if 
euer you mult cry aut, now it is bighe 
time, ſith the light, the life > and the 
2.02d of the wozld, is thus darkened, 


— not . tongue, whole truth 
is infallible, and whoſe woꝛd omnipo- 
tent, commaunding both windes and 
ſeas, and neuer diſobeyed of the moſte 
inſenſible creatures, pꝛomiſe to arme 
the wozld, ę to make the whole earth 
to fight againſt the ſenceleſſe perſons, 
in defence of the inff 2 And who moze 
iuſt then the lozd of taltice? who moze 
ſenceleſſe then his barbarous murde- 


nocent bloud, could not be ſtaunched. 
with their cruell butchering him at 
bis death, vnles they p2oceeded farther 
in this helliſh impiety to his dead bo- 


addzeſſe themſelues to reuenge ſo juſt 
aquarrell, bppon lo ſenceleſſe w2et- 
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ches, left of all reaſon, fo2ſaken of hu- 
manity, & bereauod of all feling both 
of God and man? 
O Mary, why doelf thou thus toz- 
ment thy ſelfe with theſe tragital ſur 
miſes? Doeſt thou thinks that the An- 
gels would ſit Kill, if their Paiſter 
werenot well-Did they lerne him al⸗ 
ter his faſting, and would they deſpiſe 
him after his diceaſe? Mid they como 
fozt him befoꝛe be was appꝛehended, x 
would none defend him wohen he was 
dead? If in the garden her might 
haue had t welue Legions of them, is 
his power ſo quite dead with his body, 
that be could not now tommaund the? 
Was there an Angell found to helpe 
Daniel fo his dinner, fo ſane Tobye 
from the fiſh, yea and to defend Balais 
poze beaſt from his Paiffers rage, 
and is the Lozd of Angelles of ſo little 
reckonning, that if his body foe in 
nede, neuer an Angell woulvdefends 
it? Thou ſeeſt two here pꝛeſent to ho- 
nou hs Tombe,and hol much oz 
care- 


dd decetuedlone, then to their aſſured 
en wledge, and neuer erring charity. 


Was neither any thenes batye, noz 


Mary Magdalens 


carefull would they be to doe homage 
to his perſon? WBele&ne not Mary that 
they would ſmile, if thou haddeſt ſuch 
occaſion to weepe. They: would not ſo 
gloꝛiouſiꝑ ſhine in white, if a blacke £ 
mourning weede did better become 
them, oz were a litter linery fo they; 
iſter to giue, 02 them to weare. 
39-elve not moze to thy vncertain fear, 


ena materiall eye ſee moze then a 
5:;aenly ſpirite,o2 the glimmering of 
tho twi-!ignht giue better apm then the 
geames of their eternal Sun? Would 
thep,thinkeft thou, wait vp6 the win- 
ding ſheete, while the cozſe were abn- 
ſed, 02 be here foz thy comfozt, if their 
2.027 did neede their ſernice? No no, he 


Mhariſees pꝛape, nepther are the An⸗ 
gels ſo careles of him, as thy ſuſpition 
pꝛeſumeth. And if their pzeſence and 


demeanour can not alter thy conceite, 


loke vppon the clothes and they will 
teach 


PPC 
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teach ther thine errour, and cleare ther 
of thy doubt. | 
Would any thefe thinkeſt thou 

haue bien ſo religious, as to haue ſlols = F 
en the body and left the clothes? yea 
would he haue bene ſa-venturous, as . 
to haue ſtaied the vnſhzowding of the 
cozſe, the well oꝛdering of the ſheets, 
and folding bp the napkins? Thou "i 
knoweſt that mirrhe maketh linnen 
cleane as faſt, as pitch-02 glue: and 
was a therfe at ſo much leiſure, as to 
diffolue the mirrhe and vncloath the 
dead? what did the wafch while the 
ſeates were bzoken, the Tombe ope- | 
ned; the body vnfolded, al other things j 
o2dered as now thou ſeeſtꝰ And if all 
this cannot pet perſwad thee, beleeue 
at the leaſt thy own experience? when 
the maiſter was ſtripped at the croſs, 
than knoweft that his onely garmont 
being congealed fo his goary backe, 
came not off without many partes-of 
his ſkinne, and doubtleſſs would haus 
Nene 


ll — Mary Magdalens 
; li nointed with mirrhe: Loke then into 
Wh - tbe ſhæte, whether there remaine any 
[Mil parcel! ofſkinne, oz any one haire of 
10 bis head: and ſith there is none to bs 
r. found, beleeue ſome better iſſue of thy 
| maiſters abſence, then thy feare ſug⸗ 
| geſteth. A guilty conſcience doubteth 
Th q want of time, and therfoze diſpatcheth 
i baftely, It is in hazard to be viſcone- 
Il red, and therefoze p2actiſeth in varke- 
1778 nes and ſecreſie. Jt euer wozketh'in 
ertreame feare, and therefoze hath no 
leiſure to place things o2derly. But te 
vn wꝛappe ſo mangled a body, out of 
mirrhed clothes, without tearing of a- 
ny ſkinne, oz leauing on any mitrhe, 
is a thing either to man umpoCible, oz 
not polſible-to be done with ſuch ſpeed, 
without light oz help, and with ſogod 
v2der-Aſurethy ſelle therefoze, that if 
either of malice, 02 by fraud, the cozle 
bad bern remoued, che linnen eq mirrhe 
ſhould neuer haue beneleft, ' andnei⸗ 
ther could the Angels loke ſo chearful- 
ly, noz the cloths lie ſo 0zderly, but to 
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impoꝛt ſom happier accident,then thou 
tonceiueſt. | 
But to free thee moze from feare, 
- conſider thoſe wo2des ofthe Angelles, 
Woman why weepeſt thou? Foz what 
doe they ſitgnikp but as much in effects 
as if they had ſaid: Where Angels re- 
ioyte it agreeth not that a womã ſhold 
wepe, and where heauenly eies are 
witneſſes of iop, no moꝛtall eye ſhould 
tontroll them with teſtimonies of ſoꝛ· 
row: With moꝛe then a manly cozage 
thou diddeſt befoze thy comming,arme 
thy fete to runne among ſwo2ds, thy 
armes to remoue huge loads, thy body 
to endure al tirants rage, and thy ſoul 
to be ſundzed with violent toztures: 
and art thou now ſo much a Woman 
that thou canſt not command thy eies 
to fozbeare teares? If thou wert atrue 
Diſciple, ſo many pzofes would per- 
[wade the, but now thy incredulous 
hamoz, maketh thee vnwozthy of that 
file, and we can affoꝛde ther no better 
title then a Woman, and therefoꝛe O 
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wapeſt thou? 


_ | , gnfozced thy teares, but now that thou 


teares to entertaine vs? If they be 


Mary Magdalens 
Woman and to much a Woman, why | 


If there were here any cozſe, we | 
might thinke that ſozrow fo2 the dead 


fiaveſt if a place ofthe liuing, why doll 
thou here ſtand weeping foz the vead? 
Js our pzclence ſo diſcomfoztable, 
that thou ſhouldeſt weep to behold vs? 
oꝛ is it the courſe of thy kindneſſe with 


tears of lone to teſtify thy god will, as 
thy loue is acknowledged, ſo let theſe 


ſignes be ſuppꝛeſled. If they be teares 


of anger to denounce thy diſpleaſcre, 


* they ſhould not here haue bene ſhedde 


where all anger was buried but none 
deſerued. If thep be teares of ſy2zrow 
and dueties to the dead, they are beſto- 
wed in vaine where the dead 1s reui- 
ued. Ik thep be teares ok iop, ſtilled 
from the flowers of thy god Foztune, 


fe wer of theſe would ſuffice, and fitter 


were other tokens to expꝛeſſe thy con- 
tentment. And therefo-g O V as 
Why 
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why doeſt thou weepe? Would our 
cies be ſo d2p-if ſuch eie ſtreams were 

behouefull 2 Bea would not the hea- 

uens rain tears if thy ſuppoſſals were 
truths? Did not Angels al waies in 

their viſible ſemblaunces, repzeſent 

their loꝛds inuiſible pleaſure,ſhadow- 

ing in their ſhapes the d2ift of his in- 

tentions? When God was incenſcd 

they bzandiſhed ſwoz?s: When hee 

was appealed, they ſheathed them in 

ſcabbards: When her would defend, 

they reſembled ſouldiers, when her 

would ferrify they tok terrible fozms, 

and when he would comfo2t, they cars 
ried mirth in their etes, ſweetenes in 

their countenannce, mildenes in their 

. wo2des, fauour, grace and comlineſſe 
in their whole pzeſence. Why the doſt 

thou weepe, ſeeing vs to retoyce? Dolt 

thou imagin vs fo degenerate from 

dur nature, 02 to fozget any duety, 

whole ſtate is neither ſubicc to chige, 

no2 capable ofthe leaſt offence ? Art 

* moze feruent in thy loue, oꝛ moꝛe 
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pꝛiup to the counſaile of our efernall 
God, then we that are daily attendatg 
at his tyzone of glozy ? O Woman 
deeme not amiſſe againſt ſo apparaunt 
euidence, and at our requeſt exchange 
thy ſozrow foz our io. 

But O gloztous Angels, why doe 
pe moue her to iop, if you know why 
the wepeth? Alas ſhe wepeth fo; 
the loſſe of hum without whom all ioy 
is to her but matter of new grieke. 
Mhile her liued, euerp place where 
ſhe found him, was to her a Paradiſe: 
every ſeaſon wherin he was entoyned, 
a perpetuall ſpzing : euerp ererciſe 
wherein he was ſerued a ſpeciall feli- 
city ; the ground whereon he went 
ſeemed to peelde her ſweeter foting: 
the aire wherein hee bꝛeathed, becam 
toher ſpirite of life , being once ſanc- 
tified in his ſacred bzeſt, Jn ſumme, his 
pꝛeſence bzought with it a heauen of 
delightes,and his departure ſeemed fo 
leaue an Eclipſe in all things. And pet 
euen the places that he had once * 

re 
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red with the acceſſe of his perſon, were 
to her ſo many (werte pilgrimages, 
which in his abſece ſhe vſed, as chap- 
pels and altars, to offer vp her pzay- 
ers,feling in them long after, the ver 
tue of his fozmer pꝛeſence. And there · 
foꝛe to feed her with coniecures of his 
well⸗being, is but to ſtrengthen her 
feare of his euill, and the alledging ol 
likelyhodes, by thoſe that kno we the 
certainty, impoꝛteth the caſe to bee la- 
mentable, that they are vnwilling it 
ſhould bee known. Pour obſcure glan- 
ting at the truth, is no lufficient ac- 
quittance o her griefe,neither can ſhe 
out of theſe diſiopned gheſſes, ſpell the 
woꝛdes that muſt be the concluſion of 
her complaint. Tell her then direalx 
what is becom of her loꝛd, if you mean 
to deliuer her out of theſe dumpes, ſith 
what elſe ſoeuer you ſay of him, doth 
but dꝛaw moze humozs to her ſoꝛe, and 


8 anger it, then any wap all wage 
| 


Pet hearken D Mary, and conſider 
Ez their 


| 
— # 


Mary Magdalens 


their ſpeeches, Thinke what aunſwer 
thou wilt giue them, ith they p2clle 
thee with ſo ſtrong perſwaſſons. But 
J doubt that thy wittes are (mothered 
with to thicke a miſte, to admit theſe 
bnkaowen beams, oftheir pale light. 
Thou art ſo wholly inherited by the 
bloudy tragedy of thy ClaughtredLozd, 
and his death and dead body haue gots 
ten ſo abſolute a conqueſt ouer all thy 
powers, that neither thy ſence can dil⸗ 
tei ne, noꝛ thy minde conceiue, any o- 
ther obiect then his murdered cozſe. 
Thy cies ſeeme to tel thee that eue⸗ 

ry thing inuiteth the to wepe, carry- 
ing ſuch outward ſhew, as though all 
that thou ſeeſt were attired in ſozrow 
to lolemnize with generall conſent the 
kunerall ot thy Maiſter. Thy ears per⸗ 

{wade thæ, that all ſounds and voices 
are tuned to mourning notes, and that 
the Eccho of thy own Wailings, ts the 
cryofthe very ſtons x frees, as though 
(the cauſe of thy teares being ſo vnu- 


luall) God to the rocks and wods, had 
inſpi- 
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inſpired a feeling of thine and their c6- 
mon loſſe. Andtberefo2e it ſoundeth to 
the as a ſtraunge queſtion, to aſke thee | 
why thou we peſt, üth al that thou ſeeſt 
and hear eſt, ſeemeth to e duce ther, yea 
fo enfoꝛce the to werpe. 

If thou ſeeſf anie thing that bea- 
reth a cullour of my2th. it is vnto thee 
like the riche ſpoiles of a vanquiſhed 
kingdome , in the eye of the captiue 
Pꝛince, which put him in minde what 
he had, not what he hath, and are but 
vpbꝛaidinges of his loſſe, and whet- 
ſtones of ſharper ſoꝛrow UWhatſoeuer 
thou heareſt that moueth delight, it re⸗ 
pꝛeſenteth the mifCe of thy maiſters 
ſpeeches, which as they were the one⸗ 
lx harmonie that thy eares affected, ſa 
thep-being now ſtopped with adeaths 
full lence, all other wozds and times 
of comfozt are tothe but an Iſraelites 
muſicke vpon Babilon bancks, memo⸗ 
ries of a loſt felicitte , and pꝛotes of a 
pꝛeſent vnhappineſſe. And though 
loue increaſed the conceite of thy lolle 
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which endeereth the meaneſt thinges, 
and doubleth the eſtimate of thinges 
that are pzetious : yet thy faith teach⸗ 
ing thee, the infinite dignitie of thy 
maiſter, and thy vnderſtanding being 
no dull ſcholler, to learne ſp wel liked 
aleſſon, it fell out to be ſhe bittereſt 
part of thy miſerie, that thou diddeſt ſo 
wel know howe infinite the loſe was 
that made the miſerable, 

This is the cauſe that thoſe verig 
angels in whome all thinges make re- 
monſtrance of triumph and ſolace, are 
vnto thee occaſions ot new griefe. Foz 
their gratious and lonely countenan⸗ 
ces,remember thee, that thou haſt loſt 
the beutie of the wozld, and the higheſt 
marke of true loues ambition. Their 
werte lokes and amiable features tel 
the, that the heauen of thy eyes which 
was the reuerend Maieſtie of thy mai⸗ 
ſters face, once ſhined with farre moze 
pleaſing graces, but is now dilfigured 
with the dꝛeadlul fozmes ol death. Jn 
ſumme they were to thee, like the gli⸗ 
ſtering 


and hungrymozſels of thy late 
full banquets, and findeſt a dimm 
ferion of thy fozmer light, which like 

a llaſh ok lightning, ina cloſe and ſtoz⸗ 
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ſtering ſparkes ofa bꝛoken Diamond, 
and like pictures of dead and decaied 
| beauties, ſignes, not ſalues of thy ta- 
lamitie, memozials, not medicines of 
thy miſkoztune. 


Thy eies were fo wel acquainted 


with the trueth,to accept a ſupplie of 


ſhadowes, and as comelineſſe,comfozf, 


 andglozie were neuer in anie other fo 


fruely at home, and ſo perfitly in their 


pꝛime, as in the perſon and ſpeeches ot 
thy Loꝛd: fo cannot thy thoughtes but 


be like ſtrangers in ame foꝛraigne de- 
lightes. Foz in them all tou ſ&(f no 
mo2e, but ſome ſcattered crummes, 
lenti- 
e re- 


my night, ſerueth thee, but to ſœ thy 
pꝛeſent infelicitie, and the better to 
know the hozroz of the inſuing darke- 
neſle. 


Thou thinkeft therefoze thy ſelfe 


blameleſſe, both in weping fo2 thy 


lolle 
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loſſe, and in reluũng other comfozte 
Pet in cominon courteſte affoꝛd theſe 
Angels an an(were, lith their charitie 
in viſiting the, deſerueth much moꝛe, 
and thou (if not to vagratefull) canſt 
allow them no leſſe. 

Alas (ſaith ſhe) what nedeth myan- 
ſwere, where the milerie it ſelfe 
ſpeaketh, and the lofſe is manifeſt. Py 
eies haue anſwered them with teares, 
my bꝛeſt with ſighes, and my heart 
with trouble, what nerd J alſo puniſh 
my tonge, oꝛ wound mp ſoule with a 
newe rehearfall of ſo dolefull a mil⸗ 
| chance. They haue taken away, O vn⸗ 
fo:tunate woꝛde. They haue taken a- 
way my Lord. 

O afflicted woman, why thinkeſt 
thou this wo2d ſo vnfoꝛtunateꝛ It may 
be the Angels haue taken him moze 
folemnly to entombe him, and ſith 
kaͤrth hath done her laſt homage , hap⸗ 
pily the Quires of heauen are alſo de- 
ſcended to defray vnto him, their fn- 
nerall duties. 2 


\ 
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It map be that the Centurian ana 
the reſt, that did acknowledge him an 
the croſſe to be the ſonne of God, baue 
beene touched with remoꝛſe, and goa- 
red with the pꝛicke of tonſcience, aud 
being deſirous to ſatiſue foz their hei- 
nous offence , haue nowe taken him, 
moꝛe honourably to interte him, and 
by their ſeruice, to his bodte ſougbt 
fozatueneſſe , and ſued the pardon of 
their guiltie ſoules. 

Peraduenture ſome ſecret Diſci- 
ples, haue wꝛought this erploit, and 
maugre the watch taken him from 
hence, with due honour to pꝛeſerue 
him in ſome fitter place: and there- 
foze being yet vncertuine who hath 
him, thers is no ſuch cauſe fo lament, 
ſith the greater p2obabilities , march 
on the better ide, why doeſt thou call 
ſozrowe befoꝛe it commeth , without 
which calling, it tommeth on the to 
faſt: yea why doeſt thou create ſoꝛrow 
where it is not, ſith thou haſt true ſoꝛ- 
rowes inough, though imagined ſoz⸗ 
rowes 


Mary Magdalens 

rowes helpe not: It is follie fo ſuppoſe 
the woꝛſt where the beſt may be ho- 
ped foꝛ, and euerie miſhappe bꝛingeth 
griefe enough with it, though wer 
with our friendes doe not goe firſt to 
mitte it. Quiet then thy ſelke, till time 
trie out the trueth, and it may be thy 
keare will pꝛoue greater then thy mil⸗ 
ſoꝛtune. 

But J know thy lone is litle helped 
with this leſſon: fo2 the moze it loueth 
the moꝛe it feareth: and the moze deſi- 
rous to enioy, the moꝛe doubtfull it is 
to loſo, Jt neyther hath meaſure in 
hopes, no2 meane in feares:hoping the 
beſt vpon the leaſt ſurmiſes, and fea- 
ring the wo2tik vppon the weakeſt 
grounds, And pet both fearing and ho- 
ping at one time, neither feare with- 
boldeth hope from the higheſt aftepts, 
no; hope can ſtrengthen feare againſt 
the ſmalleſt ſuſpitions: but maugre 
all feares, loues hopes will wozke to 
the higheſt pitch, and maugre al hopes, 
lones feares will ſtoupe to the loweſt 


do tun. 
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downcome , To bidde thee therefo2e 
hope, is not to fozbid thee to feare, and 
though it may be foz the beſt, that thy 
Lo2d is taken from thee, pet, (ith it 
may alſo be foz the wozſt, that wil ne; 
uer content the. 

Thou thinkeſt hope doth inough ko 
kepe thy heart from bzcaking, 4 feare 
little enough to fozce thee to weeping, 
th it is as likely that he hath been ta- 
ken awap vpon hatred by his enimies, 

das vpon loue by his friendes. 

Fo2 hitherto(ſaieſt thou) his friends 
haue all failed him, and his foes pꝛe⸗ 
uailed againſt him, e as they y woulo 
not defend him aliue, are leſle likely fo 
regard him dead, ſo they that thought 
one life to litle to take from him, are 
not vnlikely after drathe to wzeake 
new rage vpon him. 

And though this doubt were not, yet 
whoſoever bath taken him,hath w2on- 
ged me, in not acquainting me with 
it: fo2 to take away mine, without 
my conſent tan neither be "with- 
with- 
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without inturte,no2 ſuffered without 


ſozrow, And as fo2 Jeſus he was my 


' Jeſus, iny Lo2d, and my maiſter. Yee 


was mine becauſe he was giuen vnto 
me, and boꝛne foz me : he was the au- 
thoꝛ of my being, and lo my father, her 
was the wozker of my wel doing, and 
ther eſoꝛe my Sauiour, hee was the 
pꝛice of my ranſome, and thereby my 
redamer: Yee was my Lozd to com- 
mand me, my maͤiſter to inſtruct mee, 
my paſtoꝛ to fœde me. He was mine 
becauſe his loue was mine, and when 
he aue me his lone, hee gaue me him⸗ 
ſeiſe, lith loue is no gift except the gi⸗ 
tier be giuen with it, pea it is no lone, 
valelle it be as liberall of that it is, as 
ol that it hath. Finally, it the meat bee 
miut that J eate, the like mine where- 


with z line, oꝛ he mine, all, whole life 


1;bours and death were mine, then 
dare J boldly ſay that Jeſus is mine, 


ſith on his bodie J feede, by his lone J 
liue, and to my god without any ne&de 


of cus owne, bath hee liued, laboured, 
and 
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and died. And therefoze though his 
Diſciples, though the Centurion, yea 
though the Angels haue taken him, 
they haue done me w2ong , in defea- 
ting mee of my right, (fith J neuer 
meane to reſigne my intereſt. 

But what if he hath take away him⸗ 
ſelf, wilt thou alſo lay vniuſtice to his 
charge? Thogh be be thine , yet thine 
to command, not to obep, thy Lozdfo 
diſpole of thee, and not to be by the 
diſpoſed : and therefoze as it is no rea- 
ſon, that the ſeruant ſhould be maiſter 
of his maiſters ſecretes, ſo might hee, 
\ and peraduenture ſo hath he. remoned 
without acquainting thee whether re- 
muing hunſelfe with the ſame power, 
with which he raiſed thy dead bzother, 
and fulfilling the woꝛdes, that he often 
bttered of his reſurrection. 

Jt may be thou wilt ſap⸗/that a gift 
once giuen, cannot bee reuoked, and 
therefoze though it were befoze in his 
choiſe , not to giue himſelle vnto thee, 
yet the deede of gift being once _ 
8 
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he cannot be taken from thee, nepther 
can the doner diſpoſe ofhis gift with, 
out the poſſeſſoꝛs p2tuitte, And ſith this 
is a rule in the lawe of nature, thou 
maieſt imagine it a bꝛeach of equitie, 
and an impeachment ok thy right to 
tonuep himſelfe away without thy 


conſent. 


But to this J will aunſwere the 
with thine owne ground. Foz ik he be 
thine by being giuen the once, thou 
art his by as many gifts, as daies, and 
therefoze hee being abſolute owner of 
ther, is likewiſe full owner of whafſo- 

- ever is thine, and conſequently be- 
cauſe he is thine, hee is alſo his owne, 
and ſo nothing liable vnto thee, fog ta- 
king himſelfe from ther. 

Pea but he is my Lo2d (ſaieſt thou) 
and in this reſpect, bound tokepe me, 
at the leaſt bound not to kill me: and 
fith killing is nothing but a ſeuering 
of life from the body, he being the chiefe 
life both of my ſoule and body, cannot 
poſſibly go from me, but he muſt with 

a double 


Funerall Teares. | 33 


a double death kill me. And therefoze 
be being my Lo2d , and bound to pꝛo- 
tect his ſeruant, it is againft all lawes 
that J ſhould be thus fo2ſaken. 

But D cruel tongue,why pleadeſk 
thou thus againſt him, whole caſe J 
fearemeis ſo pitifall,yit might rather 
moue all tongues to plead foꝛ him, be⸗ 
ing peradueture in their hands, whoſe 
vnmercifull hearts, make themſclues 
merrie with his miſerie, and build the 
triumphes of their impious victozie, 
vpon the dslefull ruinesof his diſgra- 
ced glozie. And now(D ariefe)becauſe 
J know not where he is, Jcanot ima» 
gine how to helpe,fo2 they haue taken 
him away, and J knowe not where 
they haue put him. 

Alas Mary why doſt thou conſume 
thy ſelfe with theſe cares? Mis father 
knoweth and her will helpe him. The 
Angels know and they wil gard him. 
His own ſoule knoweth and that will 
aliſt him. And what neede then is thers 
Tatthouſaly —_— ſhouldſt * 
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it, that canſt no way pzofite him? But 
A feele in what vain thy pulſe beateth, 
and by thy deſire J diſcouer thy di- 
ſcaſe. Though both heauen and earth 
did know it, and the whole wo2ld had 
notice of it, pet except thou alſo wert 
made pꝛiuꝑ vnto it, thy woes would be 
as great, g thy teares as many, That 
others ſer thy Sunne, doth not lighten 
thy darkeneſſe, neither can others ea- 
ting ſatiſfie thy hunger. The moze 
there be that know ol him, the greater 
is thy ſoꝛrow, that among ſo many 
thou act not thought wozthy to be one. 
And the moꝛe there bee that may help 
him, the moꝛe it greeueth thee that thy 
pw2e helpe is not accepted among 
them. Though thy knowledge nedeth 
not, thy loue doth deſire it, and though 
it auaile not, thy deſire will ſe&keit, 
If all know it thou wouldeſt know it 
with all; if no other, thou wouldeſt 
know it alone, and from whom ſoeuer 
it be concealed, it muſt be no ſecret to 

on Though the knowledge would 
diſcom · 
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diſcomfo2t the, pet know it thou wilt, 
yea though it would kill ther , thou 
toul de ſt not fo2beare it. 

Thy Loꝛd to thy loue is like dzink 
to the thirſty, which if they cannot 
haue, they die foz dzonht, andbeing 
long without if, they pine awap with 
longing. And as men in ertremity of 
thir ſt are ſtill dꝛeaming of fountaines, 
b:zokes, and lpzings, being neuer a- 
ble to haue other thought, oz to vtter 
other wozd but of dzink and moiſture: 
ſo louers in the vehemency ok their 
paſſion, can neither thinke no; ſpeake 
but of that thep loue, and if that be 
once milling, euerp part is both en eie 
to watch, and an eare to liſten, what 
hope oꝛ ne wes may be had of it. It it 
be god they die till they hear it, though 
bad pet they cannot liue without it. Ok 
the god they hope that it is the verye 
beſt, and of the euill they feare it to be 
the woꝛſt, and yet though neuer ſo god 
they pine til it be told, and be it neuer 
lo euil, they are impoꝛtunate to know 


fx 


ſuncke downe fo2 ſozrow, And theres 


Alas to aſke the why, is in a manner 
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it. And when they once know it, they 
tan neither beare the iop, no bzwk the 
ſozrow, but as well the one as the o- 
ther is inough to kill them. 

And this O Mary J gheſſe to be the 
cauſe why the Angels would not tell 
the thy Loꝛds eſtate. Foz if it had been 
to thy liking, thou wouldeſt haue died 
fo2 toy, if other wiſe thou would ſt haue 


foze they leaue this ne wes fo2 him to 
deliuer, whoſe woꝛd if it giue the a 
wond, is alſo a ſalue to cure it, though 
ncuer ſo deadly. 

But alas afflicted ſoule, why doth 
it ſo deepely grieue ther, that thou kno, 
weſt not where he is? Thou canſt not 
better him ik he be well, thou canſt as 
little ſuccour him if he be ill: and ſith 
thou feareſt that he is rather ill then 
well, why wouldeft thou kno we it, ſo 
to end thy hopes i in miſhappe, and thy 
great feares in farre greater ſozrows. 


to aſke one halfe Carued why he is 
bungry. 
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hungry. Fo2 as thy Loꝛd is the fode of 
thy thoughts, the relief of thy wiſhes, 
the onely repaſt of all thy deſires: ſo is 
thy lone a continuall hunger, and his 
abſence vnto the an extream fainine. 
And therefoze no maruail though thou 
art ſo greedy to heare,yca to deuour a- 
ny be it neuer ſo bitter notice of him. 
ſith thy hiiger is molt violent, and no- 
thing but he able fo content it. And al⸗ 
beit the hearing of his harmes, ſhould 
woꝛk the ſame in thy minde, that vn- 
wholeſome meat, wozketh in a ſicke 
ſtomacke: pet if it once concerne him 
that thou loueſt, thy hungry lone could 
not temper it ſelfe from it, though af- 
ter with many wꝛinging gripes, it did 
a long and vnpleſaunt penance. | 
But why doth thy ſozrow queſt ſo 
much vppon the place where he is? 
were it not inough foz thee to knowe 
who had him, but that thou muſt alſo 
know in what place he is beſtowed : a 
wozſe place then a graue no man will 
offer, and many far re better titles wil 
| 43 allowe: 
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allowe:and thereſoze thou maiſt bold - 
ls thinke, that where ſo euer he be, he 
is in a place fitter foz him then where 


he was. 
Thy ſiſter Martha confeſſed him to 


be the Sonne ok God, and with her 


confeſſion agreed thy belæef. And what 
place mo2e conuenient foꝛ the Sonne, 
then to be with his Father, the buſt- 
neſſe fo2 which he hath beene ſo long 
from him, being nob fully finiſhed? 
If he be the Mellias as thou diddeſt 
once belceve, it was ſaid of him, That 


he ſhould aſcend on high and leade 


our captiuity captiue. And what is 
this height but heauen, what our cap- 
tiuity but death? Death therefoze is 
become his captiue, and it is like that 
with the ſpoiles thereof, he is aſcen- 
ded in triumphe to eternall life, 

But if thou canſt not lift thy mind 
to ſo faudur able a belefe, pet maiſt 
thou very well ſuppoſe that he is in 
Paradiſe. £02 if he came to repaire A- 
dams ruines, and to be the common 

| parent 
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parent ofour redemption, as Adam 
was of our o2tginali tnfection: reaſon 
ſemeth to require, that hauing endu⸗ 
red al his life the penalty of Adarns ex- 
ile. he ſhould after death renter poſlel- 
ſion of that inheritance which Adam 
loſt: that the ſame place that was the 
neſt, where ſinne was firſt hatched, 
map be now the child · bed of grate and 
mercy. And if ſoꝛro w at the croſſed 
not make thee as deafe, as at the tomb 
it maketh thee fozgetfull, thou diddelk 
in confirmation hereof heare him ſelle 
lay to one of the thæues, that the ſame 
day he ſhuld be with him in Paradiſe. 
And ik it bee reaſon that no ſhadow 
ſhould be moze pꝛiuiledged then the 
body, no figure in moꝛe account then 
the figured truth, why ſhouldeſt thou 
belceue, that Elias and Enoch haue bin 
in Paradiſe theſe many ages, and that 
he whom they but as tipes reſembled, 
ould be excluded from thence? He er · 
telled them in life, he ſurpaſſed them 
N was farre _ them 
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being his holy one, hee ſhould not in 
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in dignity: Why then ſhould not hig 
place bs farre aboue, o2 at the leaſt e- 
quall with theirs, ſith their pꝛeroga⸗ 
tiues were ſo farre inferiour vnto his? 

And pet if the baſeneſſe and miſery 
of his paſſion, haue laid him ſq lo w in 
thy conceite, that thou thinkeſt Para- 
diſe to high a place to be likely to haue 
him: the very loweſt rome that anpe 
reaſon can aſſigne him, can not be 
meaner then the boſome of Abraham; 
and ſith God in his life did ſo often ac- 
knowledge him foz his Sonne, it ſe⸗ 
meth the flend2eft pꝛeheminence, that 
he can giue him aboue other men, that 


his body ſee corruption, but be free a- 
mong the dead, repoſing both in body 
and ſoule, where other Saints are in 
ſoule onelp. Let not therefo2e the place 
where he is trouble the, ſith it cannot 


be wozſe then his graue, and infinite 


coniequres make pꝛobabilitp, that it 

cannot but be better. 

But ſuppoſe that pe were yet re- 
| maining 
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maining in earth, and taken by others 
out of his tombe, what would it auail 
the to know where he were? Ir he bes 
with ſuch as loue and hono2 him, they 
will be as wary to kepe him, as they 
are loth he ſhould be loſt: and therfo2e 
will either often change, oꝛ neuer con 
feſſe the place, knowing ſecreſie to bs 
the ſareſt locke to defende ſo great a 
treaſure. At thoſe haue taken him, that 
malice and maligne him, thou maiſt 
wel iudge him paſt thy recouery, whe 
he is once in the poſſeſſion of lo cruell 
owners. 

Thou wouldeſt happely make ſale 
of thy liuing, and ſeek him by ranſome. 
But it is not likely they woulde ſell 
him to be honoured that bought him to 
be murdered. 7 
If p2ice would not ſerue, thou 
wouldeſt fall to pꝛaier. But bow can 
pꝛaier ſoften ſuch flint hearts? and ik 
they ſcozned ſo many tears offered loz 
his life, as little will they regard thy 

n foz his coꝛ ſe. At 
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Ir neither pꝛice no2 pꝛaier would 


pꝛeuaile, thou wouldeſt attempt it by 


foꝛce. But alas ſeelp ſouldier thy arms 
are fo weak to manage weapons, and 
the iſſue of thy aſſault, would be th; 
loſſe of thy ſelfe. 

If no other wap would helpe, thon 
wouldeſt purloine him by ſtealth, and 
thinke thy ſelfe happy in contriuing 
ſuch a thekt. O Mary thou art deceined, 
fo2 malice will haue many lockes, and 
to ſteale him from a thafe, that could 
ſteale him from the watch, req uireth 
moꝛe cunning in the art, then thy wat 
of pꝛactiſe can affoꝛde thee. 

Pet if theſe be the cauſes that thou 
enquireſt of the plate. chou ſhe welt the 


foꝛce of thy rare affection, and deſer- 


ueſt the Laurell of a perfect louer. 
But to fete moze of their ſwetnes, 


J will pound thele ſpices, and dwell a 


while in the peruſe of thy reſolute fer- 
your. 

Andficft, can thy loue enrich ther 
when thy gods are gone, o; dead coſe 
| repay 
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repay the value of thy ranſeme? Be⸗ 
cauſc he had neither bed tobe bozne in, 
noꝛ graue to be buried in: wilt thou 
there foze rather be po02e with bim, 
then rich without him. 

Againe, if thou hadlt to ſue to ſome 
truell Scribe 02 Phariſce, that is to a 
heart bopling in rancoꝛ, with a heatt 
burning in loue, fo: athing of him a- 
bone all things dete ſted, of thee aboue 
all thinges deſired : as his enemie to 
whome thou ſuctt , and his friend koz 
whom thou intreateſt:canſt thou think 
it pollible, ſoꝛ this ſute to ſpeedꝛ Could 
thy loue repaire ther from his rage, 02 | 
ſuche a tyꝛaunt ſtoupe to a womans 
keares: 

Thirdlp, if thy Loꝛd might be re- 
toute red by violence, art thou ſo armed 
in complete loue, that thou thinkeſt if 
ſufficient harneſleꝰ oꝛ doth thy loue ins 
due thee with ſuch a ludithes ſpi ite, 
02 lend the ſuch Sam pſons lockes, that 
than canſt bꝛeake open huge gates, 0z 
lople whole armies? Js thy loue ſo 

ſlurs 
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ſure a ſhield, that no blowe can bꝛeake 
it, o2 ſo ſharpe a dint, that no fozce can 
withſtand it? Can it thus alter ſexe, 
change nature, and exceed all Arte? 
But ok all other courſes wouldeſt 
thou aduenture a theft to obtaine thy 
deſire. A god derde muſt be well done, 


nnd a wozkeof mercie without bzeach 


ol iuſtice. It were a ſinne to ſteale a 
pꝛophane treaſure, but to ſteale an an. 
nointed pꝛophet can be no leſſe then a 
ſacriledge. And what greater ſtaine to 
thy Lo2d , to his doctrine, and to thy 
ſelfe, then to ſte thee his Diſciple, 
publikely executed fo2 an open theft? 
O Mary vnleſſe thy loue haue bet- 
fer warrant then common ſence, J 
can hardly ſ& how luch deſignementes 
can be appꝛoued. 
Appꝛoued (ſaith ſhee J would fo 
\ God the execution were as caſte as 
the pꝛofe, and J ſhould not ſo long bes 
waile mp vnfo2tunate loſſe. 
To others it ſeemeth ill to pzefer loue 
defoze _; but to loue it ſemeth 
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wozle to pꝛeferre any thing befozeif 
ſelfe.Cloath him with plates of ſiluer, 
that ſhiuereth foz cold, o2 fill his purſe 
with treaſure, that pineth fo2 hunger, 
and ſer whether the plates will warm 
him, 03 the treaſure fed him. No no, 
he will giue all his plates fo2 a wollen 
garment, and all his iony foꝛ a meals 
meate. Cuerie ſupply fitteth not with 
every ned, and the loue of ſo ſwerte a 
Lo2d hath no co2reſpondece in wo2ld- 
ly wealth. Without him J were pwze, 
though Emp2eſle of the wozlve- Mith 
him J were riche , though J had no- 
thing elſe . They that haue moſte are 
accounted richeſt, and they thought to 
haue moſte , that haue all they deſire: 
and therfoze as in him alone is the vt⸗ 
termoſt of my deſires, ſo hee alone is 
the ſumme of all my ſubſtance . It 
were to happie an exchaunge, to haue 
SOod foz goodes, and to rich a pouerty. 
to iniop the only treaſure of the world. 
If J were ſo foztunate a begger, 1 


woulde diſdaine Solomons wealth, 
f b and 
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and my lone being lo highly enriched, 
my life ſhoulve neuer complaine of 
want. 

And if all J am woz2th would not 
reach to his ranſome, what ſhould hin- 
der me foſxk him by intreaty? Thogh 
A were to ſue to the greateſt tyzant, 
pet the equitie of my ſute is moꝛe then 
halfe a grant. Af many dꝛoppes (often 
the hardeſt ſtones, why ſhoulde not 
many teares ſupple the moſte ſtonie 
heartes? what anger ſo ſierꝝ that may 
not be quenched with epe water, ſith a 
weping ſuppliant, rebateth the edge 
ofmoze then a Lions fury? 

My ſute it ſcife wonlde ſue fo2 me, 
and ſo dolefull a coꝛſe woulde quicken 
pitie in the moſte tronheartes . But 
ſuppoſe that by touching a ranckled 
ſoꝛe, my touch ſhould anger it. and my 
petition at the firſt incenſe him that 
heard it: he would percaſe reuile mer 
in wo2des , and then his owne iniurie 
would recople with remoꝛſe „and be 


vato me a patron to pzoceed in my re⸗ 
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queſt.And if he ſhould actompanie his 
woꝛdes with blowes, and his blowes 
with wounds, it may be my ſtripes 
would ſmart in his guilty minde, and 
his conſcience bleede in my bleeding 
wounds, and my innocent bloud ſoen- 
tender his adamant heart, that his 
owne inward felings would plead 
my cauſe, and perauenture obtapne 
my lute. 

Bult if thꝛough extremity of ſpite, he 
ſhould happen to kill me, his offence 
might eaſelg redound to my felicity. 
Foz he would be as carefull to hide 
whom he had vniuſtly murdered, as 
him whom he had felonouſly ſtollen. 
and ſo it is like, that he would hide 
me in the ſame place wher he had layd 
my Lo2d, and as he hated vs both foz 
one cauſe, him fo2 challenging and me 
fo2 acknowledging that he was the 
Meſſias: ſo would he vſe vs both af- 
ter one manner. And thus what com- 
fot my body wanted, my ſoule ſhould 
eniop, in ſ&inga part of my lelfe part- 
ner 


Mary Magdalens 


ner of my Maiſters miſerpe: with 
whome to be miſerable, J reckon a 
higher foꝛtune, then without him to be 
molk happy. 

And if uo other means would ſerne 
fo recouer him but foꝛce: J ſee no rea⸗ 
ſon why it might not very well be- 
come me: None will bar me fro defen- 
ding my life, which the leaſt wo2me in 
the right of nature hath leane to p2e- 
ſerue, And ſith he is to me ſo deare a 
life that without him, all life is death, 
nature authoʒiſeth my feeble fozces fo 
imploy their vttermoſt in ſo neceſſary. 
an attempt. Neceſſity addeth ability, 
loue doubleth neceſſity, and it often 
happeneth that nature armed with 
lone, and p2elſed with neede, excedeth 
it felfe in might and ſurmounteth all 
hope in ſucceſle. And as the equity ol 
the cauſe, doth bꝛeath courage into the 

defendo2s, making them the moze 
willing to fight, e the leſſe vnwilling 
to die: ſo guilty conſcientes are euer 
timerous, ſtill ſtarting with ſodaine 
frights, 


Funerall Teares. al 


frights, and afrayd ol their own ſuſpi⸗ 
tions, ready to eld befoze the aſſault, 
bppon diſtruſt of their cauſe, and dif. ⸗ 
paire ot their defence. Sith therefo2s 
to reſcue an innocent, to recouer a 
right, and to redꝛeſſe ſo deep a wzong, 
is ſo iuſt a quarrell, nature will enha- 
ble me, loue encourage me, grace conv 
firme me, and the indge of all iuſtice 
fight in my behalfe. 
Andifif ſ&@me vnfifting tomy lere 
in talke, much moꝛe in pꝛactiſe to deal 
with martiall affaires: pet when ſuch 
a cauſe happencth, as neuer had pat - 
terne, ſuch effects muſt follow as are 
without example. There was neuer 
any body of a God but one, neuer ſuch 
a body ſtollen but now, neuer ſuch a 
ſtealth vnreuenged but this. Sith 
therefoze the Angels neglec it, men 
fozgetit, O Indith lend me thy pzow- 
eſſe fo2 J am bound to regard it. 
But ſuppoſe that my fozce were 
bnable fo wiane him by an open en- 
terpziſe, what ſcruple ould kepe mg 
| G from 
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from ſ#king him by ſecret means: yea 
and by plain ſtealth It wilbe thought 
a ſinne, and condemned fo2 a theft. O 
ſ werte ſinne why was not J the firſt 
that did commit thee ? Why did J ſul⸗ 
fer any other ſinner fo pꝛeuent me: fo: 
ſtealing from God his honour J was 
called a ſinner, and vnder that title 
was ſpzed my infamy. But foz ſtea- 
ö ling God from a falſe owner, J was 
x not woꝛthp to be called a ſinner, be- 
; cauſe it hadbene to high a glozy- J. 
] this be ſo great a ſinne, and ſo heinous 
: a theft, let others make choiſe of what 
; 
| 


titles they will: but fo2 my part, J 
would refaſc to be an Angel, J would 
not wiſhe to be a Saint, J would ne- 
ner be eſteemed either iuſt oz true, and 
I ſhoulde be beſt contented if J might 
both line and die (uch a ſinner, and be 
condemned foꝛ ſuch a theft. When J 
beard my Loꝛd make ſocomfoztablea 
pꝛomiſe to the thefe vppon the croſſe, 
that be ſhould that day be with him in 
Paradiſe, Jhadhalfe an enuy at that 


theres 
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theres god Foꝛtune, and wiſhed my 
ſelfe in the theefes place, lo J might 
hate enioyed the fruite of his pꝛomiſe. 
But if J could be ſo happy a thefe, as 
to commit this theft, if that wiſh had 
takeu effect, J would now vn iche it 
againe, and ſco2ne to be any other thef 
then my ſelf, ſith my bat could make 
me happier, then any other thefes fe- 
licity . And what though my felony 
ſhould be called in queſtion, in what 
reſpect ſhould J nede to feare? They 
would ſap that Jloned him to well. 
But that were {one diſpꝛoued, ſith 
where the woꝛthineſſe is infinite, no 
/ tone can be inough. Che would otiect 
that J ſtole an others gods: and as 
fo that many ſure titles of my inte- 
reſt would auer re him to be mine, and 
his dead cozle would rather ſpeak then 
witneſſes ſhould faile to depole ſo cer⸗ 
taine a truth. And if J had not a ſpeti- 


me to venture my life foz him? No no, 


if J were ſo happy a felone, J ſhoulde 
G 2 fears 


all right vnto him, what ſhuld moue 


fear no tempozal acaignm#t. J ſhouts 
rather feare that the Angels woulde 


higheſt Seraphin in heaue, but would 


them with ſighes, ſeeing the Angels 
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cite me to my aunſwere, foz pꝛeuen⸗ 
ting them in the theft, th not the 


derme it a higher ſtile, then his owne, 
to be the theele that had committed ſo 
gloztous a robbery. 

But alas thus ſtand J deuiſing 
what J would do, if Jknew any thing 
of him, and in the meane time J nei⸗ 
ther know who hath him, noz where 
they haue beſtowed him, and ſtil J am 
fo:ced to dwell in this aunſwere, that 
They haue taken away my Lord,and 
I know not wher they haue put him. 

While Marie thus loft her ſelfe in 


| a Laberinth of doubtes, watering her 


wo2des with teares, and warming 


with a kind of renerece riſe, as though 
they had done honour to one behinde 
her:She turned backe, and ſhe ſaw Ic- 
ſus ſtanding, but that it was Ieſus ſhe 
knewe not. | 
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DP Marie is it poſſible that thou hat 
fo:gotten Jeſus ? faith hath wzit- 
ten him in thy bnderſfanding , lone 
in thy will, both feare and hope in thy 
memoꝛie: and how can all theſe regi- 
feers be ſo cancelled that ſo plainly ſe⸗ 
ing, thou ſhouldeſt not know the con- 
tentes. Fo2 him onely thou tyꝛeſt thy 
fete thou bendeff thy knees, thou 
w2:ingeſt thy handes. Foz him thy 
heart thzobbeth, thy bꝛeſt ſigheth, thy 
tongue complaineth. Foz him thy eye 
wiepeth, thy thought ſozroweth, thy 
wholebody fainteth, and thy ſoule lan- 
guiſheth . In ſumme, there is no part 
in thee, but is buſte about hn, e not- 
withſkanding all this, half thou nowe 
foꝛgotten him? His countenance auou⸗ 
cheth it, his vopce aſſureth it, hys 
woundes witnelle it, thy owne eyes 
beholde it, and doeſt thou not vet be · 
lene that this is Jeſus? Are thy ſharp 
ſeeing eies become ſo weake ſighted, 
that they are dazeled with thc ſunne, 
and mag with the light* 

G 3 But 
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But there is ſuch a ſhowze of feares 
betweene the and him, andthy epes 
are ſo dimmed with weeping foz him, 
that though thou ſeeſt the ſhape of a 
man, pet thou canſt not diſcerne him. 
Thy cares alſo are ſtill ſo poſſeſſed 
with the dolefull Eccho of his laſt ſpe- 
ches, which want of bzeath, made 
him viter in a dying voyce, that the 


forte 4 loudneſſe of his lining woꝛdes, 


maketh thee imagine it the voice of a 
ſtranger: and therefoꝛe as he ſemeth 
vnto the ſo like a ranger, hee aſketh 
this queſtion of thee, O woman why ' 
weepeſt thou, whom ſeekeſt thou? 

D deſire of heart , and onely toy of 
ber ſoule, why demandeſt thou why 
ſhe werpeth, oꝛ foꝛ whome ſhe ſeeketh? 
But a whileſince the ſaw. ther hir only 
hope. hanging on a free, with thy head 
full of thoꝛnes, thy cies full of teares, 
thy eares full of blaſphemies, thy 
mouth full of gall, thy whole perſon 
mangled and diſfigured,and doeſt thou 


aſke mn why thee weepeth ? Scarſe 
ths 
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th:& dates paſſed, ſhe beheld thy arms 
and legs, racked with violent pulles, 
thy hands and fete boared with nails, 
thy ſide wounded with a ſpeare, thy 
whole body tozne with ſtripes and 
goared in bloud, and doeſt thou hir on. 
lp griefe aſke hir why ſhe wepeth? 
She beheld thee vppon the croſſe with 
many teares, e moſt lamenfable cries, 
peelding vp her ghoſt,that is thy own 
colt, t alas aſkeſt thou why ſhe wee⸗ 
peth?And now to make vp hir miſere, 
hauing but one hope aline, which was, 
that foz a (mall reliefe of her other at- 
flictions, ſhe might haue annointed thy 
body, that hope ts alſo dead , ſince thy 
body is remoued, and ſhee nowe ſtan⸗ 
deth hopeleſſe of all helpe, and deman⸗ 
deſt thou why ſhe wepeth , and foz 
whome ſhe (&keth? Full well thou 
knoweſt, that thee onely ſhee deſireth, 
thee onely ſhe loneth, all things beſidcs 
thee ſhe contemneth, and canſt thouflud 
in thy heart to aſke hir whom the ſerk⸗ 
eth /o what end, O ſweet Lozd,doeff 
G4 thou 
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thou thus ſuſpend hir longinges , p20- 
long hir deſires , and marfir hir with 
theſe tedious delaies? Thou onely art 
the foztreſſe of hir faint faith, the an- 
ker of her wauering hope, the very 
center of her vehement loue : to the 
ſte tcuſteth, vpon thee ſhe relieth, and 
of her ſelfe ſhe wholly diſpatreth. She 
is ſo earneſt in ſeeking thee , that ſhe 
can neither ſake no2 thinke any other 
thing: and all her wittes are ſo buſied 


in muſing vppon thee, that they dzaw 


allattentionfrom her ſenſes, where- 
with they ſhould dilcerne thee, Being 
therfoze ſo attentiue to that ſhe think- 
eth, what maruell though ſhee marke 
not whome ſhe (th, and ſith thou haſt 
ſo perfec notice of her thought, and ſhe 


ſo litle power to diſcouer the by ſenſe, 


why demandeſt thou foz whome thee 
ſeketh , oz why ſha wepeth 2 Doelt 
thou loke that ſhe ſhould anſwer, fo2 
ther J ſeeke, oꝛ fo2 the J weep? vnleſle 
thou wilt vnbend her thoughtes, that 
ber epes map fully l& the , o: —_ 


Funerall Teares. 45 


thou wilt be concealed , doeſt thou ex⸗ 
pect y the ſhould be able to know thee? 
But O Mary, not without cauſe 
doth he aſke the this queſtion. Thou 
wouldeſt haue him aliue, and petthou 
wepelt becauſe thou doeſt not finde 
him dead. Thou art ſo2ie that hee is 
not here, and fo2 this verie cauſe thou 
ſhouldſt rather be glad, Foz if he were 
dead, it is moſte likely hee ſhould bee 
here, but not being heere, it is a ſigne 
that her is aline . Hee reiopceth to be 
outofhis graue, and thou weepeſt be- 
cauſe hee is not in it. Pee will not 
lie any where, and thou ſoꝛroweſt fo 
not knowing wherehe lieth Alas why 
bewapleſt thou his glozie, as an inin- 
rie: the reuiuing of his bodie as the 
robberie ofhis coꝛſe? Hes being aliue, 
fo2 what dead man mourneſt thou, and 
he being pꝛeſent, whoſe abſence doelt 
thou lament 2 But ſhee taking him to 
be a Gardiner, ſaid vnto him, O Lord 
if thou haſt carried him from hence, 


tell me where thou haſt laid him,and 
I wil 
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I will take him away. 

O wonderfull effectes of Maries 
loue, ifloue be a languoꝛ howe liueth 
ſhe by ite It lone be her life, how dieth 
'tHe in it? if it bereued her of ſence, 
how did ſhe ſe pþAngels:if it quickned 
her ſenſe, why knewe thee not Jeſus? 
doeſt thou ſeeke fo2 one, whome when 
thou haſt found thou knoweſt not, oz 
if thou doeſt know him when thou fin- 
deft him, why doeſt thou ſeke when 
thou haſt him? 

Behold Jeſus is come, and the par- 
tie whom thou ſeskeſt, is he that talk- 
eth with the. O Mary call vp thy 
wittes, and open thine eyes. Math thy 
Loꝛd liued ſo long, laboured ſo much, 
dyed with ſuch paine , and ſhedde ſuch 
ſhowꝛes of bloud to come to no higher 
pꝛeferment then to bee a Gardiner? 
And haſt thou beſtowed ſuche colt , ſo 
much lozrow, and ſo many feares,fo2 
no better man then a ſilly Gardiner? 
Alas is this ſoarie Garden the beſt in- 


heritace, that thy loue can affwzd him, 
024 
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02 A Gardiners office the higheſt dig- 
nitie that thou wilt allow him? It had 
bin better he had liued fo been Lozdof 
thy caſtle,then with bis death ſo dear- 
lx to haue bought ſo ſmall a purchale. 

But thy miſtaking hath in it a far- 
ther miſtery. Thou thinkſt not amiſſe 
though thy ſight bee deceiued. Foꝛ as 
our firſt father, inthe ſtate of grace £ 
innocency, was placed in the garden of 
pleaſure, t᷑ the firſt office allotted him, 
was to be a Gardener: ſo the firſt man 
that euer was in glozie, appeareth firſt 
in a Garden, and pꝛelenteth himſelfe 
in a gardeners likenes, that the begin- 
nings of gloꝛzꝑ, might reſemble the ens 
trance of innocencie and grace. And as 
a Gardener was the fople of mankind, 
the parent of ſinne and authozof death: 
ſo is this Gardiner, the rapſoꝛ of cur 
ruines, the ranſome of our offences, 
and the reſtozer of life. Jn-a Garden 
Adam was deceiued, and taken cap⸗ 
tiue by the diuell. In a Garden Chꝛiſt 
was betraied and taken pꝛiſoner by 


the 
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the Jewes. In a Garden Adam was 
condemned to earn his bꝛead with the 
ſweate of his bꝛowes. And after a fræ 
gift of the bꝛead of Angels in the lait 
ſupper in a Garden Chꝛiſt, did earne 
it vs with a bloudy ſweat of his whole 
body. By diſobedient eating the fruite 
ok a tree, our right to that Garden was 
by Adam foꝛfeited, and by the obedient 
death of Chꝛiſt vpon a tree, a farre bet- 
ter right is nowe recouered. Mhen 
Adam had ſi aned in the garden of ple- 
ſure, hee was there apparelled in dead 
beaſtes ſkinnes, that his garment 
might betoken his graue, and his line- 
rie of death agree with his condemna⸗ 
tion to die . And nowe fo defray the 
debt of that fin , in this garden Chꝛiſt 
lay clad in the dead mans ſh2owd, and 
buried in his Tombe, that as our 
harmes began ſo they might ende, and 
ſuch places and meanes as were the 
p:emiles to our miſerie, might be alſo 
the concluſions of our miſfoꝛtune. Fo2 
this did Chꝛiſt in the canticles, inuite 
vs 
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bs to a heauenly banquet, after bes 
was tome into this garden, and had 
reaped his myꝛrh, and his ſpices, to 
fozewarne vs ofthe iop.that after this 
hatueſt ſhould pꝛeſently inſue, name⸗ 
ly when hauing ſowed in this garden, 
a bodp, the moꝛtalitie whereof was 
ſignifled by thoſe ſpices, he now reaped 
the lame, neither capeable of death,noz 
ſubiect to cozruption. Foz this alſo 
was Mary permitted to miſtake, that 
we might be infoꝛmed of the myſtery, 
and ſee how aptly the courſe of our re- 
demption did anſwere the pꝛoceſſe of 
our condemnation. 

But though he be thegardiner that 
hath planted the Tre of grace, aud ro⸗ 
ſtozed vs to the vſe and eating of the 
fruites of life. Though it be he that ſo- 
weth his gifts in our ſouls, quickning 
in vs the ſeedes of vertne, t rating out 
of vs the weedes of ſinne:Pet is he ne- 
uertheleſſe the ſame Jeſus he was, e 
the bozowed pꝛeſente of a meane la- 


boxer, neither altreth his m— di⸗ 
mint - 
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miniſheth his right to his dinine titles. 
Why then tanſt thou not as well 
ſe what in trueth he is, as what in 
ſhew he ſe meth, but becauſe thou ſeeſt 
moꝛe then thou diddeſt belceve, t find- 
eſt moꝛe then thy faith ſerued the to 
ſekc:and foꝛ this though thy loue was 
wo2thy to ſ him, pet thy faith was 
vn woꝛthy to know him. Thou diddeſt 
ſeeke fo2 him as dead, and therfoze doſt 
not know him,ſeing him aliue, and be- 
- cauſe thou belcueſt not of him, as be 
is, thou doeſt onelp ſe him as he [&- 
meth to be. 
J cannot ſay thou art faulfleſſe,ſith 
thou art ſo lame in thy beliefe: but thy 
fault deſerueth fauoꝛ, becauſe thy cha⸗ 
rity is ſo great, and therefoꝛe O mer- 
cifull Jeſu, giue me leaue to excuſe 
whom thou art minded to fo2gine. 
She& thought to haue found ther as 
_ theleftthe, 4 ſhe ſought thee as ſhe 
did laſt ſe the, being ſo ouercom with 
ſozrow foz thy death, that ſhe had nei⸗ 
ther rome noz reipite in her mind, foz 
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any hope of thy life, and being ſo deep⸗ 
ly inte rred in the griefe of thy buriall, 
that ſhe could not raiſe her thoughtes 
fo any conceite of thy reſurrecion. 

Foz in the graue where Ioſeph by- 
ried thy body, Mary together with it 
enfombed her ſoule, and ſo ſtraightly 
combined it with thy coꝛſe, that thee 
could with moze eaſe ſunder her ſoule 
from her owne bodie that lineth by it, 
thenfrom thy dead bodie, with which 
her loue did bury it: fo2 it is mozethine 
and in the , then her owne oz in hor⸗ 
ſelke: and ther efoꝛe, in ſeeking thy bo⸗ 
die, ſhe ſ&keth her owne ſoule, as with 
the loſſe of the one, ſhee alſo loſt the o⸗ 
ther. What maruaile then though 
ſence faile, when the ſoule is loſt, ſith 
the lanterne muſt needs be dark when 
the light is out? 

Reſtoꝛe vnto her therefoze her ſoul 
that lieth imp2iſoned in thy body, and 
ſhe will ſone, both recouer her ſenſe, 
and diſcouer her errour. Foꝛ alas it is 
no errour, that pꝛoceede th oł any will 

L 
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to erre, and it riſeth as much of dehe · 
mencp of affection , as of default in 


faith. Kegardnot yerro2of a woman 


but the loue of a diſciple, which ſuppli⸗ 
eth in it ſelf what in faith it wanteth. 
O Loꝛd ( ſaith ſhe) It thou haſt car - 
ried him hence, tell me where thou 
haſt laid him, & I will take him away. 
DPhob learned is her ignozaunce, 
and how ſkilful her errour? Sher chars 
ged not the Angels with thy remo- 
uing, no2 ſeemed to miſtruſt them foz 
carrying the away,as though her lous 
had taught ber that their helpe was 
needeleſſe where the thing remoued 
was remouer of it ſelfe. Shee did not 
requeſt them to enfourme her whers 


thou wert laide, as if ſhe had re- 


ſerued that queſtton foz thy ſ(elfe to an- 
ſwere. But now the iudgeth thee ſo 
likely to be the authoꝛ of her loſſe,that 
halfe ſuppoſing the.guilty,ſhe ſueth a 


recouery, and deſircth thee to tell her 


wher the body is, as almoſt fally per- 
ſwaded that thou art as pziuy to the 
place, 
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place, as well acquainted with the ac- 
tion, Do that if the be not altogether 
right, ſhe is not very much w2ong, x 
the erreth with ſuch aime, that ſhe li 
tle miſſeth the truth. Tell ber theres 
foze O Lo2d what thou haſt done with 
thy ſelfe, (ith it is fitteſt foz thy owne 
ſpeech to vtter, that which was e 
poſſible foz thy owne power to por: 


fozme. 
But D Mary unce thou art ſo deſt. 
wus to know wher thy Jefits{Rwhy 


doelt thou not name him, Men Yhou 
aſkeſt foz him? Zhou ſaidſt the An⸗ 
gels that they had taken away thy 
10d, and now the ſecond time, thou 
aſkeft fo this him. Are thy thoughtes 
ſsviſible, as at thy onely pꝛeſente to 
be ſeene, oꝛ ſo generall, that they poſ⸗ 
ſee all when they ate onte in ther: 
when thou ſpeakeſt of him, what him 
weſt thou meane, oꝛ how can affran- 
ger vnderſtand thee when thou kalken 
fthy Lozd Bath the woꝛlde no other 
1505 but thine; oz is * 1 
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by no other name but (him) a ſaffici- 
ent notice foz whom thou demandeſt. 
But ſuch is the nature of thy lone, 
thou iudgeſt that no other ſhould be in⸗ 
titled a L029, ſith the whole woꝛlde is 
to litle fo2 thy Lozdes poſſeſſion , and 
that thoſe few creatures that are, can. 
t chule but knowe him, (ith all the 
creatures of the world are fo fewe to 
ſerue him. And as his wozthies can 
appap all loues, and his only loue cons 
tent all hartes, ſo thou deemeſt hym 
to be ſo, well woꝛthy to bee owner of 
all thoughtes , that no thought in thy 
tonceite, can be well beſtowed vppon 
anie other, 
Vet thy ſpeeches ſeeme moze ſud- 
daine then ſound , and mo2e peremp- 
tozie,then well pondered, Why doeſt 
thou ſay ſo reſolufely without ante 
| further circumſtance, that if this gar⸗ 
diner haue taken him, thou wilt take 
im from him. If he had him by right 
taking him away thou ſhouldeſt do 
* wzong, If thou luppoleſt hee 
w2ong- 
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wꝛongkullp took him, thou laieſt theft 
to his charge, and howlceuer it be 
thou either condemneſt thyſelle foz an 
vſurper, oꝛ him foꝛ a theefe And is this 


an effect of thy zelous loue, ſit ſt to a. 
baſe zim from a Cod to a Gardiner, 


and nolw to degrade him from a Gar- 
diner to atheefe? 

Lyon ſhouldeſt alſo haue conſide- 
red whether he tooke him vpon love oz 
malice. It it were fo2 loue, thou maieſt᷑ 
aſſure thy ſelfe that he wil be as warp 
tokeepe, as hee was ventrous toget 
him, and therefoze thy pollicie was 
weake in ſaying; thou wouldeſt take 
bim away, befo2e thou kneweſt where 
he was, ſithnone is ſo ſimple to be- 
w2ap their tteaſure to a known thefe, 
A he tooke him of malice ; thy offer to 
recouer him; is an open defiance , fith 
malice is as obſtinate in defending, as 
violent in offering wꝛong, and he that 
woulde be cruell againſt thy maiſters 


againlt his lining diſciple. 
841 92 But 


dead body, is likely to be moze furious 


— 


1 — „ 0 9 hn BK * 
* > a zo $ 5+ — — — — =D , — >" * 
0 - - FI * : 23 3 — a — , 

- : 2 T £ — - _ — . — —__ — — 
2 — — - — - - - — - ” — 2 » p 7 
— _ _ r 'A —— 42 2 2 ng 7. » vc od i -S i — 

— _ ” a * E 4 — => = : — — — — — — - — — - . — 

br . —— 2 „4K CO — — —— = — = 2 * n — = ” . > 1 — 2 — 
— — — — — = — — = — — - . ——— ” — 2 — 3 2 — — — — — — . 

——  — DT jTTO*"S][]U————————_—_————— ——— * — — — —ů— _ 


ö . — — — 
* * 
22 ——w»2—i : 
— 8 wah — 1 3 E 
— — . * * — 8 _ 
— 4 car — 
— — — — — 


Mary Magdalens 


But thy lone had no leyſure to call 
fo many doubts. Thy teares were in. 
terpꝛeters of thy wozds , and thy in- 
nocent meaning was waittcn in thy 
dolefull countenance. Zhy eyes were 
r.ther pleaders foꝛ pity,then Yeralds 
of w2ath, and thy whole perſon p2e- 
ſented ſuch a paterne of thy extreame 
anguich, that no man from thy pꝛeſente 
could take in ante other impzeſſion. 
And ther ekoꝛe what thy woꝛdes wan. 
ted, thy anion ſupplied , and what his 
eare might miſtake, his eve did vn⸗ 
der ſtand. 

It map be alſo that hee w2ought in 
thy heart , that was concealed from 
thy ſight, and happily his vopce, and 
demeanoꝛ did impoꝛt ſuch compaſſion 
of thy caſe, that hee ſeemed as willing 
to affooꝛd, as thou deſirous to haue 
bis helpe. And ſo pꝛeſuming by his be. 
hauiour, that thy ſute ſhould not ſuffer 
re pulſe, the tenour of thy requeſt doth 
but argue thy hope ol a grant. 

But what is the reaſon, that in — 
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' thy ſpeeches , which ſince the miſſe of 
thy maiſter,thou haſt vttered (where 
they haue put him) is alwates apart? 
So thou ſaydſf to the 7 poſtles, the 
ſame to the Angels, and nowe thou 
doeſt repeat it to this ſuppoſed gardi- 
ner: ver ie l werte mult this woꝛd be in 
thy hart, that is ſo often in thy mouth, 
and it would neuer be ſo readie in thy 
tongue, ik it were not verie freſhe in 1 
thy memo2te. 8 

But what maruell though it faſt ſo 
ſwerte, that was firſt ſeaſoned in thy 
maiſters mouth, which as it was the 
treaſur ie of trueth, the fountaine of 
life, and the onely quire of the moſte 
perfect harmonie, ſo what ſoeuer it de- 
liuered, thy care deuoured, and thy 
heart locked vp. And nowe that thoy 
wanteſt himſelfe , thou haſt no other 
I comfo2t; but his woz2des, which thou 
dermeſt ſo much the moze effectuall to 
perſwade,in that they toke their foꝛce 
from (o heauenly a ſpeaker His ſu et- 
neſle theretoze it is, that maketh this 

1} 3 wozd 
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woꝛd ſo ſweet and fo lone of him thon 
repeateſt it ſo often, becauſe hee in 
the like caſe ſaid of thy bzother, where | 
haue you put him. O how much doeſt 
thou affect his perſon that findeſt ſo 
ſ werte a feling in his phꝛaſe? Howe 
much dcficclt thou to ſee his counte- 
nance, that with ſo great deſtre pꝛo⸗ 
nounceſt his woꝛdes? And bowe wil- 
lingly wouldeſt thou kiſſe his ſacred | 
fiet,that ſo willingly vttereſt his ſhoz- 

felt ſpeeches? | 
But what meaneſt thou to make ſq 
abſolute a pꝛomiſe, and ſo bol olp to ſay 
I will take him away? Ioſeph was as 
fraid, and durſt not take downe his bo- 
| dy from the crofſe but by night, pea 
and then alſo not without Pilats war⸗ 
rant. But thou nepther ſtaieſt fill 


night, no2 regardeſt Pilar, but ſfoutly Y 


pꝛomiſeſt, that thou thy ſelfe wilt taks 

him away, What if hee be in the Pal- 

lace ofthe high Pꝛieſt, and ſome ſuche 

mayd as made Daint Peter denie his 

maiſter to beginne to queſtion ys 
bu 
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the, wilt thou the ſtand to theſe woꝛds 
J wil take him away? Js thy courage 
ſo high abone thy kinde, ſtrength ſo far 
be pond thy (ere, and thy lone ſo much 
without meaſure, that thou neither 
remembꝛeſt that al women are weak, 


no2 that thou thy ſelfe art but a wo- 


man 2 Thou exempteſt no place, 
thou pꝛeferreſt no perſon, tou ſpea⸗ 
keſt without feare, thou pꝛomiſeſt 
without condition, thou makeſt no 
exception: as though nothing were 
impoſſible that thy loue ſuggeſteth. 
But as the darkneſſe could not fright 
the from ſetting fo:th befoze dap, no 
the watch feare the from comming to 
the Tombe: as thou diddeſt reſolue to 
bzeake open the (eaies, though with 
danger of thy life, and to remoue the 


ſtone from the graues month, though 


thy fozce could not ſerue ther: ſo what 


maruell though thy lone being nowe 


mo2e incenſed with the freſh wound of 
thy loſle, it reſolue vpon any, though 
neuer ſo hard aduentures? Loue is not 
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ruled with reaſon, but with lone. Jt * 

neither regardeth what can be, no: 

what ſhal! ve done; but onely what it 
ſelfe deſireth to doe. No difficultie can 
ſtap it, no impoſſibilifie appale it. 

. Louets title iuſt enough, and armour 
ſtrong enough fo2 all aCaultes, and it 
ſelf a reward of all labours. It aſketh 
no recompence, if reſpeceth no com⸗ 
modity,Loues fruits are loues cffects, 
and the gaynes,the papnes. It conſi- 

dereth behaofe,moze then benefite, and 
what in dutie it ſhoulde, not what in 
deede it can. 

But how can nature be ſo maſtered 
with affection, that thou canſt take 
ſuch deliaht and carrye ſuch loue to a 
dead co2ſe? The mother how tenderly 
ſoeuer ſha loued her childe altue, pet 
ſhee can not choſe but loath him dead. 
The molt louing ſpouſe. can not en- 
dure the pzeſence of her deceaſ.d hul- 
band, and whoſe emb2acements were 
delightſomin life, are euer moſt hate · 
full after death. Pea this is the _ 

| 0 
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of all, but pzincipally of women, that 
the very conceite,much moꝛe the ſight 
of the departed, ſtriketh into them fo 
fearful and vgly impꝛeſſions, and ſtir- 
reth in them ſo great a hoꝛrour, that 
not withſtanding the moſt vehement 


loue, they thinke long till the houſe 


be ridde of their very deareſt friends, 
when they are once attired in deaths 
vnlouelp liueries. Yow the canſt thou 
endure to take vp his cozſe in thy 
handes, and to carry it thou kno weſt 
not thy ſelfe how far, being e pecial- 
ly ſo toꝛne and mangled, and conſe⸗ 
quently the moze likely in ſo long time 

to be tainted. 
Thy ſiſter was vnwilling that the 
graue ot her owne b2other ſhould be o- 
pened, and pet he was ſhꝛowded in 
ſheetes, embalmed with ſpices, and di⸗ 
ed an oꝛdinarp death, without anye 
wound, b2uſe oz other harme, that 
might haſten his coꝛruption. But this 
co2ſe hath neither ſh2oud noꝛ ſpice,ſith 
theſe are all to be ſcene in the Tombe, 
and 
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haue ſeemed a diſgrace. It likewiſe 


Mary Magdalens 


and there is not a part in his body buf 
had ſome helpe to further it to decap, 
and art not thou afraide to ſe him, yea 
to touch him, pea to embꝛace and carry 
him naked in thy armes? 

It thou haddeſt remembꝛed Gods 
pꝛomiſe, that His Saintes ſnoulde not 
ſee corruption: If thou haddeſt be⸗ 
lened, that his Godhead remaining 
with his body, could haue pꝛeſerued it 
from periſhing, thy faith had ben moꝛe 
wozthye of pꝛaile, but thy loue leſſe 
woꝛthy of admiration, ſith the moꝛe 
co2ruptible thou diddeſt concetue him, 
the moe combers thou diddeſt deter · 


mine to ouercome, 4 the greater was 


thy loue in being able to cõquer them. 
But thou wouldeſt haue thought thy 
ointments rather harms then belpes, 
if thou hadſt beene ſctled in that belef, 
and fo2 ſo heauenlp a cozſe embalmed 
with God, all earthly ſpices woulde 


thou haddeſt firmely truſted vppon his 
reſurrection, J ſhould leſſe maruail at 
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thy conſtant deſianement, ſith all ha- 
zards in taking him ſhould haue bene 
with vſury repaid, i lying in thy lap, 
thou mighteſt haue ſeene him reutued, 


and his diſfigured and dead body beau⸗ 


fified in thy armes with a diuine mas 
ieſty. If thou hadſt hoped ſo god Fo2- 
tune to thy watery eies, that they 


beames of his deſired light, 02 that his 
eies might haue bleſſed thee with the 
firft fruites of their glorious lokes: At 
thou hadff imagined any likelibod to 
haue made happy thy dying hart, with 
taking in the firſt gaſpes of his liuing 
bꝛeath, oꝛ to haue heard the firſt wo2ds 
dk his pleaſing voice: Finally if thou 
hadſt thought to haue ſeen his iniur ies 
tur ned to honours, the markes of his 
miſerp to oꝛnaments of glozp, and the 
depth of thy heauineſle to ſuch a height 
of felicity, what ſo euer thou hadit don 
to obtaine him, had been but a mite foz 
a million, and to lender a pzice fo (6 
ſoueraigne a peniwozth, 

But 


might haue bene firſt cleared with the 
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But hauing no ſuch hopes fo bphold 
the, and ſo many motiues to plunge 
thee in diſpaire, how could ihy lone be 
ſomighty, as neither to feele a wo- 
mans feare of ſo defoꝛmed a co2ſe, no: 
fo thinke the weight of the burthen to 
heaup fo2 thy feeblearmes, noz to bes 
amated with a wozlo of daungers that 
this attempt did carry with it? 

But affection can not feare whom 
it affecteth, loue fœleth no load of him 
it loueth, neither can true friendſhippe 
bekrighted from reſcuing ſo affied a 
friend, 

Mhat meaneſt thou then O com⸗ 
fozt᷑ ot her life, to leaue ſo conſtant a 
well ⸗ willer ſo long vncomfoꝛted, and 
to puniſh her ſo much, that ſo well de- 
ſecueth pardon?Dally no longer with 
lo known a loue, which ſo many trials 
auouch molt true. And ſith ſhee is no- 
thing but what it pleaſeth thee, let her 
taſte the benefite of betng onely thine. 


Ohe did not follow the tide of thy bet- 


ter Foztune , to ſhift ſaile when the 
| ſtreame 
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ffreame did alter courſe. hee began 
not to lone the in thy life, to leaue the 
after death: Neither was ſher ſuch a 
gueſt at thy table, that meant to be a 
ſtraunger in thy neceſſity. Sher lefte 
the not in thy lowelt ebbe, ſhee reuol⸗ 
ted not from thy laſt extremity: In thy 


thy death ſhee departed not from thy 
crofſe; after death ſhee came tobwell 
with thee at thy graue. Why then doſt 
not thou ſay with Noemi: Bleſſed bee 
ſner of our Lord, becauſe what cour- 
teſie thee afforded to the quicke, thee 
hath alſo continued towardes the 
dead. A thing ſo much the moze to be 
eſfecmed,in that it ia moſt rare. 

Doe not ſweet Lozd any longer de- 
lay her. Behold ſhee hath attended 
thee theſe thꝛee daies, and ſhee hath 
not what to cate, no2 where with to 


foſter her famiſhed ſoule, bnlefſe thon 


by diſcouering thy ſelfe, doeſt miniſter 
vnto her the bꝛead of thy body, 4 feede 


der with the fave. that hath in it all 
taſte 


life ſhee ſertted thee with her gods: In 
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taſte of ſweetneſſe. If therefo:e thon 
wilt not haue her to faint in the way, 
refce her with that which her hun⸗ 
ger requireth. Fo2 ſurelp ſhee cannot 
long enioy the life of her body, vnleſſe 
ſhee may haue notice of thee, that art 
the liſe of her ſoule. 

But feare not Mary fo2 thy teares 
will obtaine. They are to mighty os 
ratours, to let any ſuite fall, 2 though 
they pleaded at the moſt rigoꝛous bar, 
pet haue they ſo perſwading a ſilence, 
and ſo conquering a complaint, that by 
peelding they ouercome, and by in- 
treating they commaund. They tie 
the tongues of all accuſers, and (often 
the rigout ot the ſeuereſt Judge. Yea 
they win the inuinctble, and bind the 
ommpoteat. When they ſeeme moſt 
pittiful, they haue greateſt power, and 
being moſt fo2ſaken they are moſt vi- 
co3ious. Repentant etes are the Cel⸗ 
lers of Angels, and penitent teares 
their ſweeteſt wines, which the (ano; 
of ute perfumeth , the taſte of — 
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ſwertneth, and the pureſt colours of res 
turning innocency bighly beautifieth. 
This dew of deuotion neuer falleth, 
but the ſunne of iuſtice dzaweth it vp, 
and vpowhat face ſoeuer it dzoppeth, 
it maketh it amiable in Gods eie. Foz 
this water hath thy heart beene long a kl 
lumbecke, ſometimes diſtilling it out | 
ofthe weedes of thy owne offences | 
with the fire of true contrition. Some- 1 
times out of the flowers of ſpirituall 
comfo:ts, with the flames of contem- 
plation , and now out of the bitter 
hearbs ol thy Maiſters miſeries, with 
the heate of a tender compaſſion, This 
water hath better gracedthy lokes, 
then thy fozmer allaring glaunces. Jt 
bath ſetled wozthier beauties in thy bj 
fate, then all thy artificiall paintings. | 
Vea this onely water hath quenched 1 

Gods anger, qualified his iuſtice, re⸗ 
touered his mercy, merited his loue, 
purchaſed his pardon, & bzought fozth 
the ſpꝛing ol all thy fauozs.Thy tears 
were the pzoctozs. foz thy bzothers 


— 
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life, the inuiters of thoſe Angels foz 
thy comfozt, and the ſuiters that ſhall 
berewarded with the firſt ſight of thy 
reutued Sauiour. Rewarded they wal 
be, but not refrained: altered in their 
cauſe, but their courſe continued Hea⸗ 
nen would weepe at the lolle of ſo pꝛe⸗ 
tious a water, and earth lament the 
abſenee of ſo fruitefull bowers. No 
no, the Angels muſt ſtili bathe them 
ſclues in the pure ſtreams of thy eies, 
and thy face ſhall ſtill bee (et with this 
liquid pearle that as out of thy teares. 
were ſtroken the firit ſparkes of thy 
A 02des lone, ſo thy teares map be the 
ople, to nour iſhe and fede his flame. 
Till death damme vp the ſpꝛings, they 
ſhall neuer ceaſe running: and then 
ſhal thy ſoule be ferriedin them to the 
harbour ol life, that as by them it was 
firſt paſſed from ſinne to grace, ſo in 
them it may be waſted from grace to 
gloꝛie. n the meane time. rere vp thy 
fallen hopes, and gather confidence 
Ir of thy lpedis comfozte , and thy 

Lozds 
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Loꝛdes well being. 

Ieſus ſaith vnto her, Maria, She tur- 
ning, ſaid vnto him: Rabboni. 

O louing maiſter, thou didſt oncly 
deferre her conſolation, to increaſe it, 
that t he delight of thy p:eſence, might 


be ſo much the moze welcome, in that 


thꝛough thy long abſence it was with 
o little hope, ſo much deſired. Thon 
wert content ſhee ſhoulde lap out foz 
thee ſo manie ſighs, tears, and plaints, 
and diddeſt purpoſely adiozne the date 
of her paiment , to requite the length 
of theſe delaies with a larger loane of 
top, It map be ſhe kne we not her fo3- 
mer happineſſe, till ſhee was weaned 


from it;noz had a right eſtimate in va- 


luing the treaſures , with which thy 
pꝛeſence did enriche hir, vntill her ex- 
treame pouertie taught her their vn- 
eſtimable rate. But᷑ now thou ſheweſt 
by aſwete experience,. that though ſhe 
paied thee with the dearcſt water 
of her eyes, with her beſt bzeath, 
and tendereſt lone, pet ſmall was the 

I pꝛics 
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pꝛite that thee beſtowed in reſpec of 
the wozty that ſhee receiued. Ohe 
ſought the dead, and impꝛiloned in a 
ſtonie gaple: and now ſhe findeth tha 
both aliue and at full libertie. She 
ſought the thained in a ſh2owd , moze 
like a leaper then thy ſelfe, left as the 
modell of the vitermoſt miſerie, and 
 theoncly paterne of the bittereſt vn- 
happiacſle : And now thee findeth thee 
inue ſted in the robes of glozie, the pꝛe⸗ 
ſident of the higheff, and both the ow- 
ner and giuer of all felicitie. 
And as all this while (hee hath 
ſought without finding, wept with- 
ovt coinfozte, and called without aun- 
ſwere : ſonowe thou ſatiſfieſt her (&@k- 
ing with thy comming, her tears with 
thy triumph, and al her cries with this 


bone woꝛd Marie. oz when the heard 


thee call her in thy wonted maner, 
and with thy v{uall voyce , her onely 
name iſſuing fro thy mouth, wꝛought 
ſo ſtrange an alteration in her, as ifſhe 
had beene wholly new ag 
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was only named. Foz whereas bekoze 
the violence of her griefe had ſo be- 
nummed her, that her bodie ſeemed but 
the hearſe of her dead heart, and her 
heart the cophin of an vnliuing ſoule, 
and hir whole pꝛeſence but a repꝛeſen⸗ 


tation of a double funeral of thine, and 


of hir owne : now with this one wozd 
her ſenſes are reſfozed , her minds 
lightened, her heart quickened , and 
her ſoule reuiued. 
But what marnell though with one 
. wo2d hee raiſe the dead ſpirites or his 
pooꝛe diſciple, that with a woꝛd made 
the world, t euen in this very wozde 
ſheweth an omnipotent power: 
Marie ſhe was called as well in her 
bad as in her reſoꝛmed eſtate, and both 
ber god and euill, was all of Maries 
woꝛking. And as Marie fignificth no 
leſlewhat ſhe was, then what ſhe is: 
ſo is this one woꝛd by his vertue that 
ſpeaketh it, a repetition of all her mis 
ſeries, an Epitome of his merties, and 
a memozial of all her better foztunes. 
| 9 2 And 
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And therefo2ec it laid ſo generall a dif- 
touerie of her ſel! befoze her epes, that 
it awaked her moſt fozgotten ſozows, 
and muſtered together the whole mul⸗ 
_ —  fifkmdgofher iores, and woulde haue 
left the iſſue of their mutinie verie 
doubtfull, but that the pzeſence and 
notice of hir higheſt happineſle decided 
the quarrel! , and gaue her iopes the 
victozy, Foz as he was her only ſunne, 
whoſe going downe, left nothing but a 
dumpiſbe night of fearefull fanſies, 
wherein no ſtarre ot hope ſhined , and 
the bꝛighteſt plannets were chaunged 
into diſmall ſignes ; ſo the ſerenitie of 
bis countenance, and authozitie ofhys 
wo2de,bzought acalme and well tems 
pered day,that chaſing away all dark- 
neſſe ; and diſperpling the cloudes of 
melancholie, cured the letargie, and 
bꝛeaketh the dead ſleep of her aſtonied 
Yenſes. 
She therefoze rauiched with his 
voice, and impatient of delates,taketh 
his talke out of his mouth, and to — 
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firff and vet onely wozde, aunſwered 
but one other calling him Rabboni 
that is Maiſter. And then ſedatne ioy 
rowſing all other paſſions, ſhe coulde 
no moze pꝛocted in her own, then giue 


ſpech- 

Louc would haue ſpoken, but feare 
enfo:cedſilence. Hope frameth the 
wozds, but doubt melteth them in ths 
paſſage: and whe her inward conceits 
firinedfocome out, her voice trem- 
bled, her tongue faltered , her bꝛeath 
failed, In fine teares iſſued in liew of 
woꝛds, and deep ſighes in ſtead of long 
ſentfces,the eie ſupplying the mouths 
default, and the heart pꝛelling out the 
vnſillabled bzeath at once, which the 
conflict of her diſagreeing paſſions, 
would not ſuffer to be ſoꝛted into the 
ſeuerall ſoundes of intelligible ſpee- 


ches. 
Pp); ſuch is there eſtate that are 
ſicke with a ſurfet of ſodaine ioy, fo2 


the attaining of a thing vehementipe 
1 3 delired, 


bim leaue to ave foze ward with his 
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deſired. Foz as deſire is euer vſhered 
by hope, and waited on by feare, ſo is 
it credulous in entertaining conte- 
cures, but hard in grounding a firme 
belicfe. And though it be apt to ad- 
mitte the leaſt ſhadow of wiſhed com. 
foꝛt, vet the hotter the deſire is to haue 
it, the moze perfect aſſurance it requi⸗ 
reth foꝛ it: which ſo long as it wanteth 
the fiſt newes oꝛ apparaunce of that 
which is in requeſt, is rather an Ala- 
rum to ſummon vp all paſſions, then a 
retraite to quiet the ders. Foz as 
hope pꝛelumeth the beſt, and inuiteth 
iop to gratulate the god ſucceſſe: ſo 
feare ſuſpecteth it to god to be true, & 
calleth vp ſoꝛrowe to be waile the vn- 
tertainetx. And while theſe enter- 
change obiections and anſweres, ſom- 
times feare falleth into deſpaire, and 
hope riſeth into repining anger, and 
thus the ſkirmiſhe ffi!l continueth till 
emvence of pꝛote conclude the contro- 
uerſie. 
Mary therefoze though thee _—_ 
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ly aunſwered vpon notice ok his voice, 
vet becauſe the noueltp was ſo rage, 
his perſon ſo chaunged his p2eſcnce 9 
unexpected, and ſo many miracies laid 
at once betoꝛe her amazedeies, the 
found a ſedition in her thoughts, till 
moze earneſt vewing him exempted 
them from all doubt. 

And then though wo2des woulde 
haue bꝛoken out, and her hart ſentin- 
to his, the dueties that ſher ought him. 
pet euerp thought ſtriuing to be firſk 
vttered, and to haue the firſt rome in 
his gracious hearing, the was fozced 
as an indifferent arbitrer among the, 


fo ſeal them vp al vnder ſilence by ſup⸗ 


meſſing ſpeech , and to ſupplye the 
want of wo2zds, with moze ſignificant 
actions. And therefoze running fete 
haunt ot her chiefeſt delights, and kal - 
ling at his ſacred fete, ſhee offered to 


bath them with teares of iope, and 


to ſanctiſie her lippes with kiſſing his 
once grieuous, but now moſt glozious 


wounds, 
I 4 Shs 
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Mary Magdalens 


She ſfaied not foz any moze wo2ds, 
being now made bleſſed with the 
wozd himſelfe, thinking it a greater 
benelite, at once to feede al her wiſhes, 
in the homage, honour, and emb2acing 
ok his feet, then in the often hearing of 
his leſle comfoztable talke. 

Foz as the nature of lone conefeth 
not onely fo be vnited, but if it were 
poſſible wholly tranſfourmed out of if 
ſeife info the thing it loueth: So doth 
it moſt affe ct that which moſt vniteth, 
and p2eferreth the leaſt coninunction 
befoze any diſtant contentment. And 
therefoze to ſee him did not ſuffiſe her, 
to heare him did not quiet her, to ſpeak 
with him was not inough foꝛ her, and 
except ſhe might touch him, nothing 
could pleaſe her. But though ſhe hum⸗ 
bly fell down at his fcete to kiſſe them, 
pet Chꝛiſt did foꝛbidde her ſaying. Do 
not tonch me for I ami not yer aſcen- 
ded to my Father. 

O Jeſu what miſterp is in this? 
Being dead in finne ſhe touched thy 
moztal 
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moztall fete that were to die fo: her 
ſake, © being now aliue in grace, map 
the not touch thy alozious fœte, that 
are no leſſe fo2 her bencfitc reuiuen? 
Sbe was once admitted to annoin'e 
thy bead, and is ſhee now vn woꝛthy of 
accefſe to thy fete? Doeſt thou nowe 
commaund her fro that foz which thou 
wert wont fo commend her, and by 
pꝛaiſing the deede diddeſt inoue her of- 
ten to doe it? Sith other women ſhall 
touch the, why bath ſher a repulſe, yea 
ſith thee her ſelfe ſhall touch the here⸗ 
after, why is ſhe now reiexed* what 
meaneſt thon O Lo2d by thus debar - 


mong al thy diſciples thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed her with ſuch a p2erogatiue,as to 
honour her cies with thy firſt fight, and 
ber eares with thy firſt woꝛdes, why 


de niet thon the pꝛiuiledge of thy firſt 


embzacing? It the multitude of her 
fears haue wonne that fauour foz her 
eies, and her longing to heare ther ſo 
great arecompence to her ear es, why 

do elt 


ring her of ſo deſired a duty, and ſith a⸗ 


Mary Magdalens 


doeſt thou nof admitte her handesfo 
touch, and her mouth to kiſſe thy holpe 
feete, ſith the one with many plaintes 
and the other with their reavineſſe to 
all ſernices, ſeeme to haue earney no 
leſle reward, | 
Wut notwithſtanding all this thou 
pꝛeuenteſt the effect of her offer , with 
foꝛbidding her to touch thee, as if thou 
haddeſt ſaid, 
P D Mary know the difference be- 
twene a glozious and a moztall body, 
betweene the condition of a momenta⸗ 
ry and ok an eternall life. Fo2 ſith the 
immoꝛtality of the body, and the glozy 
both of body and ſonle, are the endow- 
ments of an heauenly inhabitant, and 
the rights of an other wo21ld,think nat 
this fauout fo le me here oꝛdinarp, no 
leaue to touch me a common thing, It 
were not ſo great a wonder to ſee the 
ſtarres fall from their Sphers, and the 
Dunne foꝛſake heauen, and to come 
within the reach of a mozfall arme, as 
foz me, that am notonly a cittizen, "or 
the 


| 
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to ſhew iy ſelf viſible to the pilgrims 
of this wo2ld, and todiſplay cternall 
beauties to coꝛruptible cies. Though 
J be not pet aſcended to mp father, J 
hall ſhoꝛt lp aſcend, and therfoze mea- 
ſure not thy demeanour towardes me 
by the place where J am, but by that 
which is due vato me. And then thou 
wilt rather with reuerence fall down 
a farre off, then with ſuch familiarity 
pꝛeſume to touch me. Doeſt thou not 
belene my foꝛmer pꝛomiſes:haſt thou 
not a conſtant p2ofe by my pꝛeſent 
wo2des ? are not thy eies and cares 
ſufficient teſtimonies, but that thou 
mult alſo haue thy handes t face wit- 
neſſes of my p2eſence? Touch me not 


O Mary fo2 if J doe deceiue thy fight, 


v2 delude thy hearing, I can as eaſely 


beguile thy hand, and fruſtrat thy fe- 


ling. Oꝛ if A be true in any one, be- 
leeue ine in all, and embꝛace me firſt 


in a firme faith, and then thou ſhalt 
touch 


the ſoueraign ok ſaints, and the ſunne 
Whoſe beames are the Angels bliſſe, 
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Mary Magdalens 


touch me with moze wozthy hands. Je 
is now neceſſary to weane ther from 
the comfozt of my externall pꝛeſence, 
that thou maiſt learne fo lodge mee in 
the lecretes of thy heart, and teach thy 
thoughts to ſupply the offices of out- 
ward ſenſes. Foz in this viſible ſhape 
Jam not here long to be ſ&ene, being 
ſhoztly to aſcend vnto my Father: but 
what thy eie then ſce:þ not, thy heart 

ſhall fœle, and ip lent parly wil find - 
audience in thy inward care, Pet if 
thou feareſt leaſt my aſcending ſhould 
be lo ſodain, that if thou doeſt not now 
take thy leaue of my fete, with thy 
bumble kiſſes and louing teares, thou 
ſhalt neuer finde the like opoztunifye 
againe, licence from the that nedeles 
ſuſpition. am not pet aſcended to my 
- Father, and foz all ſuch dueties there 
will be a moze conuenient time. But 
now goe about that which requireth 
moze haſt, and runne to my bzetheren 
and enfozine them what J (ay, that J 
will goe befoze them into 9 
re 
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chere they ſhall ſe me. 

Mary therfoze pꝛeferring her lozds 
will, befs2e her owne with, yet ſozr ex 
that her will was wo: thy of no better 
euent, departeth from him like a hun⸗ 
gry infant puld from a full teat, oz a 
thirſty Hart chaſed from a ſwert foun⸗ 
taine. She iudged her ſelfe but an vn⸗ 
lucky meſſenger of moſt iopfull ti- 
dings, being baniſhed from her Mai- 
ters pꝛeſente, to carry newes of his 
reſurrection, Alas (ſaith ſhee ) and cans 
not others be happy without my vn- 
happineſſe, oꝛ cannot their gains come 
in, but thꝛough my loſſes? Mult ths 
dawning ef their day be p euening of 
mine, and my ſoule robbed of ſach a 
treaſure, fo enrich their cares? D my 
heart returne thou to enioꝝ him, why 


goeſt thou with me, that amenfozced. 


to goe from him! In me thou art but 
in pꝛiſon, and in him is thy onely Pa- 
radiſe. J haue bur ied the long inough 
in loꝛmer ſozrowes, & vet now when 
thou wert halfe reuiued, J am con- 

Crained 
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rained fo carry the from the ſp2ing 
of life. Alas goe ſeeke to better thy 
ſelfe in ſme moꝛe happy bꝛeaſt, ſith J 
euill deſeruing creature am nothing 
different from that } was, but in ha; 
uing taken a taſte of the higheſt delite, 
that the knowleade t want of it might 
dꝛowne me in the deepeſt milery. 
Thus dutie leading, and loue with- 
holding her, ſhee goeth as faſt backes 
ward in thought as foꝛ ward in pace, 
readie eftſones to faint foꝛ griefe, but 
that a firme hope to ſee him againe did 
ſuppozt her weakenecſſe . Shee often 
turned towards the tombe to bzeath, 
deeming the verie ay2e that came from 
the place where he fwd to haue taken 
vertue ok his pꝛeſence, and to haue in 
it a reireſhing fozce aboue the courſe 
_ ofnature. Sometimes thee foꝛgetteth 
her ſelf, and loue carrieth her in a gol⸗ 
den diſtraction, making her to imagin 
that her L oꝛd is pꝛeſent, and then ſhes 
ſtemeth to demand him queſtions, and 
to heare his anſweres : ſhe dzeameth 
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that his fete are in her folded armes, 
and that hee giueth her ſoule a full re- 
pat of his comfoꝛtes. But alas when 
the commeth to her ſelfe, and findeth it 


but an illuũon, ſhe 1s ſo much the moꝛe 


ſoꝛie, in that the onelp imagination, 
being fo delightfull, ſhe was not woz2- 
thie to.cnioy the thing it ſelf. And whe 
the paſſcth by thoſe places where her 
maiſter had been. O ſtones (ſaith ſhe} 
ho we much moꝛe happie are you then 
A moſte wꝛetched caitiffe , ſith to pou 
was not denied the touch of thoſe bleſ⸗ 
ſed feet, whereof my euill deſerts haue 
now made me vnwo2thie? Alas what 
trime haue J of late committed that 
bath thus cancelled mee out of his god 
conceite , and eſtranged from me hys 
accuſtomed courtefie * Mad J but a 
leaſe of his loue, foꝛ tearme of his life, 
92 did my intereſt in his fete erpirs 
with his deceaſe? In them with my 
teares J wꝛite my firſt ſupplication 
fo: mercy, which J pointed with lighs, 


foulded * in my hayze, and humblie 
ſealed 
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ſealed with the impꝛeſlion of my lips. 
They were the doꝛes of my firft en- 
trance into his fauour > by which 3 
was gratioullp entertained in his 
heart, and admitted to do homage vnto 
his head, while it was pet amoztall 
mirrour of immoꝛtall maieſtie, an 
earthly ſeate of a heauenly wiſedome, 
conteining in man a Gods felicitie. 
But alas J muſt bee contented to 
beare a lower ſaile, and to take down 
my deſires to farre meaner hopes, ſith 
fozmer fanozs are now to high marks 
fo; me to apme at. 

D my eyes why are you ſo ambiti- 
ous of heauenly honours? Ye is now 
to bzight a ſunne foꝛ ſo weake a fight: 
pour lokes are limited fo meaner 
light, you are the eycs of a bat , and 
not of an Eagle : you muſt humble 
your ſelues to the twylight of inferioz 
thinges, and meaſure your ſightes by 
Four ſlender ſubſfance, Gaze not to 
much vpon the blaze ofeternitie, leaſt 
vou loſe your ſelues in to much ſelle 

delight 
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delight, and being fo curious in ſifting 
bis maieſtie, you be in the end oppzel- 
ſed with his glozie . No no, ſith Jam 
reiccted from his f&t, how can J other- 
wiſe pꝛeſume, but that my want of 
faith hath diſlodged me out of his hearf, 
and th2zowne me out of ail poſſeſſion of | 
his minde and memozie. Pet why lf 
ſhoulde J ſtoupe to ſo baſe a feare? 16 
whe? want of faith was agreeued with l 
want of all godneſſe, he diſdained not i 
to accept me fo2 one of his number: i 
and ſhall J nswe thinke that hee will 1. 
fo2 my faint bel&fe ſo rigo;oufly abans 7 — 1 
don me? And is the ſinceritie of my 
lone, wherein be hath no partner, ok ſo | 
flender accompt , that it may not hope 1 
koz ſome little ſparke of his wonted | 
mercy? 3 will not w2ong him with ſo. Mil 
vniuſt a ſuſpition , ſith his appearing I 
impꝛoueth it, his woꝛdes ouerth2zowe lj 
it, his countenance doth diſſ wade it: | 
why then ſhoulde J ſucke ſo much ſo2- 1 
row out of ſo vaine a ſurmiſe. N | 
Thus Maries trauailing phanſies, ls 
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making long vopages in this ſhozf io2- 
ney, and wauering betwene the top. 
of her viſion, and the gr iefe of her de⸗ 
niell entertained her in the way, and 
held her parly with ſach diſcour ſes, as 
are incident into minds, in which, nei⸗ 
ther hope is ful maiſter of the field, noꝛ 
fear hath reteiuedan veter onerthzow, 
But as ſhee was in thts perplered 
maner, now falling, now riſing in her 
owne vncertainties, ſhee findeth on 
the way, the other holy women, that 
firſt came with hir to the graue, whom 
the angels had no w aſſured of Chꝛiſts 
reſurrection. And as they paſſed all 
fozwardes fowardes the Diſciples : 
Behold leſus met them, ſaying : All 
hayle. But they came neere, and took 
hold of his feete, and adored him. 
Then leſus ſaid vntò them, feare not. 
Go tell my brethren, that they go in- 
to Galilee, there they ſhall ſee me. 
O Loꝛd how p:ofound are thy tndg- 
mentes, and vnſerchable thy councels: 
doth her ſozrow ſit ſo neere thy heart. 
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oz thy repulſe rebound with ſuch regret 
by ſ&eing her wounded lone bleerde ſo faſt 
at her eyes, that thy late reluſall muſt 
ſo ſone be requited with ſo fre a grant? 
Is it thy pitie, oꝛ her change, which can⸗ 
not allowe that ſhee ſhould any longer 
kaſt from her earneſt longing? _ 
But O moſte milde phiſition', well 
- knowelt thou that thy ſharpe cozroſie, 
with bitter (marte angred her tender 
wound, which being rather cauſcd, by 
bn witting ignoꝛance then wilfull erroz, 
was allone cured as knowne. And ther- 
foze thou quickly applieſt aſwete lent- 
tie, to aſwage her paine, that ſhec 
might acknowledge her fozbidding ra- 
ther a fatherly checke to her vnſetled 
faith, then an auſtere reiecing her foz 
her fault. Andtherefoze thou admitteſt 
per to kiſſe thy feete, the t wo conduits of 
grace, and ſeales oł our redemption, re⸗ 
newing her a charter ok thy vnchanged 


crifice of her ſanctified ſoule. 
And thus gratious L ozd haſt thou fi. 
B 2 niſher 


lone, and accepting of her the vowed ſa- 
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Mary Magdalens 
niſhed her feares, aſcuced her hopes, ful 
filled her deſires, ſatiſſied her loues, ſtin- 
ted her teares, perfited her iopes, and 
made the period of her expiring griefes, 

the p2eamble to her nowe entring , and 
neuer ending pleaſures. 
+, Dhow mercifull a father thou art, to 
left D:phanes, how eaſie a iudge to re⸗ 
pentant ſinners, and howe faithfull a 
friend fo ſincere louers? It is vndoub⸗ 
tedly true, that thou neuer leaueſt thoſe 
that loue thee, and thou loueſt ſuche as 
reſt their affiance in ther. They thall 
finde the liberall aboue deſert, e boun- 
tifull beyond hope : a meaſurer of thy 
giftes, not by their merites, but by thy 
owne mercie, 
Ochziſtian ſoule take Mary foꝛ thy 
mirrour. follow her affection that like el⸗ 
kectes map follow thine. Learne O ſin⸗ 
full man ofthis once a ſinfull woman, 
that ſinners may finde Chꝛiſt, if there 
ſinnes be amended. Learne that whome 
ſinneloſeth, loue recouereth , whome 
faintneſſe of faith chaſeth away, r 
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ol hope recalleth, « that which no other 
moꝛtall fozce, fauour oꝛ policy tan com- 
paſſe, the continued teares of a conſtant 
loue, are able to obtaine. Learne of Ma- 
ry foz Chꝛiſt to feare no encounters, out 
of Chꝛiſt to deſire no comfoꝛts, and with 


of all things. Riſe early in p moꝛning ol 
thy god motions, and let them not ſlerpe 
in lloth, when diligence may perfourme 
them. Nun with repentaunce to thy ſin- 
full heart which ſhould haue bene the 
temple, but thꝛongh thy faulte, was no 
better then a Tombe fe2 Chꝛiſt, ſith ha⸗ 
ning in ther no life to feœle him, he ſemed 
vnto the as if he had beene dead. Roule 


away the ſtone of thy fozmer hardnes, 


remoue all the heauy loades 5 oppꝛeſſe 
the in ſin, c loke into thy ſoule, whether 
thou canſt there finde thy Lo2d. Jfhe be 
not within the, ſfand weeping without, 
and ſeeke him in other creatures, ſith be · 


ing pzeſent in all, he may be found in a⸗ 


ny. Let faith be thy eie, hope thy guide, 
and loue thy light. Serke him, and not 
K 3 his: 


the loue of Chꝛiſt to ouer - rule the loue 


N 
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Mary Magdal ens 
his: fo2 himſelfe, and not foz his giftes, 
If thy faith haue found him in a cloude, 
let thy hope ſeæk fo ſe him. If hope haue 
led the to ie him, ict loue ſeke further 
into him. To moue in thee a deſire to 
linde, his gods are pꝛecious: and when 
he is found, to keep ther in a deſire to ſeek 
his treaſures are infinit, Abſent he muſt 
be ſought to be had, being had, he muſt 
be ſought to be moze enioyed. Serke him 
truely, and no other fo2 him. S&ke him 
purelp, and no other thing with him, 
Seeke him only and nothing beſide him. 
And it at the fürſt ſearch he appeare not, 
thinke it not much to perſeuer in tears, 
and to continue thy ſeeking. Stand vpon 
the earth, treading vnder the all earth- 
ly vanities, and touching them, with no 
moꝛe then the ſoals of thy fete, that is 
with the loweſt and leaſt part of thy af- 
fection. To loke the better in the tombe, 
bow down thy necke to the yoake of hu- 
mility, and ſtoupe from lofty and pꝛond 
conceites: that with humbled and lowly 
lokes n maiſt finde, whom lwelling 


and 
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and hanghtie thoughtes haue dzawne a- 
way. A ſubmitted ſoule ſoneſt winneth 
his returne, and the deper it ſinketh in 
a ſelfe contempt, the higher it climeth 
in his higheſt fauours. And ik thou pers 
ceiueſt in the tombe of thy hart, the pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of his two firſt meſſengers,that is 
at the feet ſozrow of the bad that is paſt, 
and at the head, deſire to a better that is 
to come: entertaine them with ſighes, 


and welcome them with penitent tears: 


pet reckoning them but as herbingers 
of thy Lo2d, ceaſe not thy ſeeking till 
thou findeft himſelle. And if hee vonch- 
ſafe the with his gloztons ſight. offering 
himſelfe tothy in ward eies, pꝛelume not 
of thy ſelfe to be able to knowe him, but 
as his vnwoꝛthie ſuppliant pꝛoſtrate thy 
petitions vnto him, that thou maieſt 
truely diſcerne him, and faithfully ſerue 
bim. Thus pꝛeparing thee with dili⸗ 
gence, comming with ſperde, ſtanding 
with high lifted hopes, and ſfonping 
with inclined heart : if with Marie thou 
craueſt no other ſolace of Jeſus but * 

* 
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ſus himlelle, he will anſwere thy feares 
with his pꝛeſence, and aſſure the of his 
pꝛeſence with his owne woꝛds, that ha⸗ 
uing ſcene him thy ſelfe, thou maieſt 
make him knowne to others : ſaying 
With Marie. I haue ſeene our Lord, 
and theſc thinges he ſayd 
vnto me. 


Laus Deo. 
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Faults eſcaped in the Printing, 


* the Epiſtle fol. a. b. lin. 2.ſconces, read ſcoutes; - 
To the Reader, foure lines before the end. and the pati. 
ence, read and patience, 
Ol. 2. b. lin. 23 eternall, read externall. fol. · b. l. 19. 
ſummoned, read ſummed, Fol 4. a. l. 3. diſeaſe, read de. 
ceaſe, Fol. 6. a. l. 2 1. , or read. For. Fol. d. bl. 15. com- 
nions, rea d c ions. Fol. 5. a. I. 2 2. drouen,read 
— Fol. 7. b. l 7. ſhould, read would. Fol. 1 1. b. l. 
7. to thy, read to her. Fol. 1 4. a. l. 24. demanding, read 
demaund. Fol. 18. b. I. 22. I heard, read I had. Fol. 10. a. 
1. 14. couch, read touch, Fol. 2 2b. I. 1. heart, read harts, 


1bid.1. 5. This, read his. Fol. 2 3. a. l. 10; diceaſe, read de- 


ceaſe, Fol. 2 6· b. l. x 4. enioyned read enioyed. Fol. 29. 
b. l. 12. trouble, read throbbes. Ibid'l. 2 t. without which 
calling it commeth, read which without calling eommeth. 
Fol. z 1. a. l. . to weeping, read to no more then weeping. 
Fol.; pals better titles,read better, many titles. Fol. 


44.2. 
Fol. 5 2. a. l. — — ind, th h. Fol. 
1.61 "Fils Sayts, road 5 Fol.; 8b ry 

breaketh 
, read brake. Fol. 66, 4. I. 14. lenity, read leni« 
tius. bid. l. a o. kiſſe thy, read kiſſe in thy — 


12. miſere, read miſerie. Fol. 1. b. l. 2 f. to, read do 


